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Course feedback 
limited in scope
Student managers 
to be phased out
Off-campus study sees slight decline
Activism in Kiev
Darya Tsymbalyuk graduated last May. Now, she’s a part of a 
growing protest movement in her native Ukraine.
In late November, Darya Tsymbalyuk 
’13 made her first trip to Maidan Square 
to see the opposition protests that con-
tinue to grip her home country. She has 
been back almost every day since to sup-
port the demonstrations.
Tsymbalyuk never considered herself 
to be political, but when she returned 
home to Ukraine after graduating in 
May, she was greeted by an atmosphere 
of hopelessness in the country. Then, 
in early November, protests began in 
Maidan Square in the center of Kiev, 
the capital, over the government’s de-
cision to reject a trade deal that would 
have brought the nation closer to the 
European Union (EU).
“It’s strange that I even went,” Tsym-
balyuk said. “I wasn’t really political 
in my life ever before. As see page 3
Four student managerial positions at the Kenyon 
Athletic Center (KAC) will be eliminated over the 
course of the current semester in order to increase 
the hours of Kenyon’s full-time assistant coaches. 
“Everyone wants to be full time, everyone wants 
to get benef its, everyone wants to be paid more,” 
said Steve Gruenberg, assistant coach for the foot-
ball and baseball teams. “You might be able to hold 
on to coaches a little bit longer if you can pay them 
a little bit more.” 
Most assistant coaches are paid for six months 
of employment, and many choose to either f ind al-
ternative employment for half of the year, or move 
on to other coaching jobs at different schools. This 
leads to a regular rotation of new assistant coaches, 
which can be problematic as student athletes and as-
sistant coaches attempt to build relationships. 
Assistant coaches have many jobs at 
During final exams it can be a lot to ask of students 
to take a moment from studying to fill out course 
evaluations — and even more so to take the time to 
write a well thought-out response. But while 90 to 92 
percent of Kenyon students do complete all of their 
course evaluations at the end of every semester, their 
efforts may not be going toward what they expected.
“I’m assuming that the administration reviews 
[the course evaluations and] then, unless the students 
say something very poor about the professor, they 
wouldn’t do anything about it,” Lea England ’16 said. 
“But, if the student does say something about a pro-
fessor, then I’m assuming they talk to them.” 
In actuality, if a student chooses to express con-
cerns about a professor in one of the supplemental, 
narrative questions, administrators never see those 
answers.
Kenyon’s website only specif ies the supplemental 
course evaluation questions “will not become part 
of the off icial review dossier used by department 
chairs, the provost and [the] Tenure and 
The number of students 
interested in off-cam-
pus study programs took 
a slight hit as the Col-
lege continues to imple-
ment and refine a new fee 
structure for the program. 
Two-hundred and forty-
five sophomores applied 
to study abroad during the 
2014-2015 school year. 
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That figure is just be-
low the 269 students who 
applied to study abroad 
for 2013-2014, the last 
year before the new fee 
structure went into effect, 
and the 254 students who 
applied in the 2011-2012 
year. 
Marne Ausec, director 
of the Center for Global 
Engagement, which ad-
ministers study abroad 
procedures, said she was 
encouraged by the “persis-
tence rates,” or the num-
ber of students who did 
not drop out of the pro-
gram after initially apply-
ing.
That percentage, she 
said, was more important 
than the raw number of 
applicants because of the 
College’s fluctuating class 
sizes. On average, Ausec 
said, about 52 percent of 
graduating seniors have 
studied off campus before 
they leave Kenyon.
Under the old payment 
system, students who went 
abroad would pay tuition 
directly to their off-cam-
pus study program, plus 
an $1,800 fee to Kenyon 
to cover various admin-
istrative costs. Beginning 
this year, 
ERIC GELLER 
SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR
Former Lord Aaron Tracy ’07 will represent 
Israel at the lacrosse world championships. 
See page 15. 
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Village RecoRd
Village councilnews BRiefs
Jan. 30 – Feb. 5
student council
- Graham Reid
Sunday, Feb. 2
“There was an ill-fated meme that I made one 
time. ... The Thrill took it and crapped all over it, 
which was fine. I found a random photo of a bicycle 
that I thought was cool. 
The first year [of working here] was kind of a lot 
of beta testing to see what works for different audi-
ences, and like clearly that didn’t work for anybody. 
Which is fine, that’s sort of the content marketing 
game. Not everything is a slam dunk and sometimes 
you push your people off by trying to do something 
you think that they may like and they’re like, ‘Come 
on, you’re trying too hard.’”
Social Media Director Josh Fitzwater on his Kenyon regrets: 
The Center for the Study of American Democracy (CSAD) announced Monday that for-
mer Washington Post blogger Ezra Klein and political scientist Robert Putnam will be among 
the participants in its biennial conference — which this year will focus on political angles on 
economic inequality.
In an email to students, the Center shared a new flyer for the conference, which will take 
place April 9-11. In addition to Klein and Putnam, the flyer listed Austan Goolsbee, a former 
chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers under President Obama; Douglas Holtz-Ea-
kin, the director of the Congressional Budget Office during the George W. Bush administra-
tion; New York Times columnist Ross Douthat and Wall Street Journal columnist and Brookings 
Institution fellow William A. Galston.
“Besides addressing some of the recent economic and financial headlines, the conference 
will offer an opportunity to consider timeless questions about stable liberal democracy,” accord-
ing to a description of the conference on CSAD’s website. The Center calls this topic “just the 
sort of inquiry for which Kenyon’s liberal arts environment is so well suited.”
Thomas Karako, assistant professor of political science and CSAD’s director, said the con-
ference’s topic was timely because “inequality lately seems to be on the lips of politicos every-
where — right, left and center.”
“CSAD is working with a number of campus partners to make this happen,” Karako said as 
plans for the conference began to take shape. “Faculty comment to me that they’re working the 
topic into their classes, and student groups are putting together events or discussion groups, all 
of which reflects Kenyon’s characteristic engagement in the policy issues of the day.”
This is the third biennial CSAD conference. In 2012, the topic was “Should America Pro-
mote Democracy Abroad?” and 2010 saw the first conference, “The Future of Political Parties.”
— Eric Geller
CSAD to host economic inequality forum
When Mayor Kirk Emmert discovered a stream of water in front of his house on the af-
ternoon of Wednesday, Jan. 29, he knew something was wrong. 
The Village of Gambier was confronted with a major water leak last Wednesday. Village 
Administrator Suzanne Hopkins reported the incident to the Council last Monday.
What was originally thought to be a watermain leak at East Brooklyn and North Acland 
Streets turned out to be a break in a service line that Hopkins called “substantial.”
Hopkins said the Village used 111,500 gallons more water than average on the day of the 
leak. Small’s Sand & Gravel of Gambier responded swiftly, Hopkins said, and was able to 
repair the leak.
At the meeting, the Council approved an emergency $1,500 for leak protectors to ensure 
that the leak did not extend to other lines, because the Village had detected an increase of 
5,300 gallons above average for three days straight.
Hopkins said Village maintenance crews were to check all hydrants on Tuesday. She said 
the weather, which dipped into negative temperatures in the evening, was a likely factor in the 
break, and that the Village had not yet received an invoice from Small’s.
— Henri Gendreau
Village has watery mess on its hands
Board of Trustees gather for winter meeting
Jan. 31, 4:09 a.m. — Student complaint of difficulty breathing, mild weakness, sore ribs and 
chills in Caples Residence Hall. 
Jan. 31, 10:32 p.m. — Student lost consciousness/fainted in Ascension Hall. Safety officers 
responded and assessed. Student declined Squad or call to nurse. 
Feb. 1, 2:13 p.m. — Fire alarm activated in Storer Hall. Temperature in room very warm. 
Maintenance contacted to remedy and reset alarm. 
Feb. 3, 3:02 a.m. — Student(s) did not follow instructions from Safety officer(s) and continued 
to behave mischievously in Peirce Hall.
•	 Village Administrator Suzanne Hopkins reported a major water leak 
that occurred last week. Village maintenance crews and representa-
tives from Small ’s Sand & Gravel Inc. responded and were able to 
repair the leak.
•	 Hopkins reported the Village is running low on salt reserves and is 
in the process of getting more.
•	 A representative from Aspen Energy will report at the upcoming 
Streets and Utilities Committee meeting, to be held Monday, Feb. 
10 at 6 p.m. in the Gambier Community Center, about a community 
aggregation for gas. If Council approves the plan, it will be on the 
November ballot.
•	 Gambier’s spring Dumpster Day will be Saturday, May 3 from 8 
a.m. to noon at the Gambier Maintenance Barn, and the fall Dump-
ster Day will be Saturday, Oct. 4 at the same time and place.
•	 Gambier Mayor Kirk Emmert reported he and other members of the 
Council and Village community attended the most recent meeting 
of the committee to update Kenyon’s campus master plan, and that 
he appreciates the College’s inclusion of Village administrators.
•	 Council approved the 2014 budget unanimously.
•	 Council passed a resolution for membership into the Knox County 
Regional Planning Commission, which aims to promote the wellbe-
ing, land management and beautif ication of the county.  
•	 Council approved by title only the f irst reading of an ordinance to 
amend existing law to provide a slight percentage increase for em-
ployees’ wages and benef its.
•	 Council approved $26,275 to Bird+Bull Inc. for improvements to 
East Woodside Drive from Allen Drive to Gaskin Avenue.
•	 Council approved an emergency $1,500 to ensure control of leaks in 
the Village.
•	 Student Council heard ideas from visitors Pete Rodrigue ’14 and 
Grant Jossi ’14 about expanding the College’s community service 
programs. The discussion included the possibility of a first-year-spe-
cific program during Orientation and the need for a centralized set 
of information; although many organizations perform services, infor-
mation on those programs isn’t always widely available.
•	 The Academic Affairs Committee reported on the success of last se-
mester’s program to make the late withdrawal option more visible to 
students. The registrar noticed a decline in last minute requests.
•	 The Student Life Committee reported the election to Campus Sen-
ate of Independent Representative Alex Britt ’15 and First-Year Rep-
resentative Lily McBride ’17.
•	 Council approved three new student organizations:
•	 Tabletop Club, a group focused on various games.
•	 Kenyon Music Society, an informal organization of musicians.
•	 Partnership of East Knox County and Kenyon College, a group 
dedicated to helping the recently defunded school district. Stu-
dents will act as teaching aids and provide extracurricular activi-
ties.
•	 Council approved the Business and Finance Committee’s decisions 
regarding the supplemental budgets of 11 organizations: Relay for 
Life, Men’s Frisbee (only two-thirds of lodging costs were approved), 
Cinearts (no money was allocated for food), Indigenous Nations at 
Kenyon, Middle Eastern Students Association, Kenyon College Out-
doors Club, Renegade Theater, Kenyon Film Makers, Hot Meals and 
Club Tennis. Martial Arts Club did not present a budget, and no 
funds were allocated.
•	 The Buildings and Grounds Committee reported that Maintenance 
plans to reorient a sideways storm drain, which has proved dangerous 
to cyclists, once it becomes unfrozen.
•	 Council heard updates from class committees on successful events 
from last week and future event planning. 
Monday, Feb. 3
Student Council heard about a plan for greater accessibility to community service 
initiatives and discussed the merits and drawbacks of such a plan. Council also 
announced the winners of two campus offices, gave the go-ahead for three clubs and 
the Business and Finance Committee (BFC) approved various club expenditures.
Kenyon’s Board of Trustees will convene for their annual winter meeting this week with 
the express goals of passing a budget for the College and hearing presentations from the 
board’s subcommittees. The board also expects to hear from the College on the issue of hous-
ing costs, a topic raised by students at the last board meeting in October.
Unlike most Board meetings, which are held on campus, the winter meeting’s location 
rotates between off campus venues. This year’s winter meeting will be hosted by Alan Rothen-
berg ’67, who lives in San Francisco.
“[The location] is reflective of the Board’s being very mindful of the demographics of the 
school moving in a westerly direction,” said Board Chairman Barry Schwartz ’70 in a previous 
interview with the Collegian.
Although snowstorms have affected millions of Americans this week, Schwartz said 
board members unable to make it to San Francisco by Thursday, when the meeting begins, 
would be able to participate by phone.
The Board’s main goal for the meeting will be the approval of a new budget. “The budget 
conversation is important,” Schwartz said.
Additionally, the College will present potential solutions to the problem of unequal hous-
ing costs. “I expect to hear from the administration on [housing],” Schwartz said. Any action 
the Board takes will likely affect seniors first, who are most eligible to live in more expensive 
apartment-style housing.
— Sam Colt
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Kenyon alumna reaches out to community for Ukraine aid
College claims volunteer defense for SMA in Zingarelli suit
Continued from Page 1
an artist, I was always really 
against political art.” At Ke-
nyon, Tsymbalyuk studied 
studio art as well as German 
and Italian. 
“I was working, I had 
a very normal life, and 
then … I just couldn’t stay 
home,” said Tsymbalyuk, 
who moved to Kiev from 
her hometown of Mykolaiv 
in September to be closer to 
the action. “My life is pretty 
much nonexistent except for 
[the protests]. I don’t sleep 
much these days, and some-
times only eat once a day, but 
I’m so energized by the spirit 
here.”
Demonstrations began in 
November 2013 in Maidan 
Square when Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanu-
kovych broke his promise to 
sign a free trade agreement 
with the EU and accepted 
financial support from the 
Russian government. But 
Yanukovych’s government 
also faces criticism over al-
leged internal corruption and 
a failure to properly manage 
the Ukrainian economy. 
After protesters were at-
tacked by police forces at 
the end of November, over 
a million people came to the 
square and set up the tent 
camp of Maidan in order to 
devote their full attention to 
protesting the alleged vio-
lence and corruption of Ya-
nukovych’s government.
“The people in the square 
are not there because they 
want to join the EU or what-
ever, but because of this life 
here in Ukraine,” Tsymbaly-
uk said. “The corruption is 
absolutely horrible.”
Tsymbalyuk decided 
to reach out to the Ken-
yon community when she 
started receiving letters from 
friends at Kenyon about 
what they were reading in 
the news. “I realized that 
Western media coverage is 
very skewed,” she said. The 
posters Tsymbalyuk sent 
to students to hang around 
campus to raise awareness of 
Ukrainian events were part 
of her effort to “tell people 
what was really going on.” 
She also reached out to the 
community to raise funds for 
medical care.
What turned the previ-
ously peaceful protests vio-
lent was the passing of anti-
protest laws on Jan. 16 by the 
Ukrainian Parliament. They 
have restricted anti-gov-
ernment speech and made 
it more difficult to organize 
opposition. “The hospitals 
are not safe because [if you 
are identified as a protest-
er], you will be kidnapped 
or taken to jail immediately 
by the police,” Tsymbalyuk 
said. She added that volun-
teer doctors have been pro-
viding medical care, sup-
ported entirely by donations. 
Tsymbalyuk contact-
ed Elena Anatchkova ’15, 
Adam Marjai ’16 and Anu 
Nael ’14 for help organiz-
ing a campaign at Kenyon. 
Together they raised over 
$1,500 in a week by collect-
ing money in Peirce Hall. “It 
was incredible, it really was,” 
said Timothy Kotowski ’16, 
who joined the fundraising 
effort on campus. “So many 
people were really aware 
of what was going on … 
or were really interested to 
SAM COLT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR
Lawyers representing 
Stephen Zingarelli, a for-
mer Kenyon student suing 
the College for negligence, 
breach of contract and 
other alleged injustices, 
have motioned the Knox 
County Court of Common 
Pleas for leave to respond 
to a newly raised defense 
by the College, according 
to recently filed court doc-
uments.
Additionally, the defen-
dant in the case who ac-
cused Zingarelli of sexual 
assault last year, a charge 
of which he was acquitted, 
filed an answer to the com-
plaint Monday, including 
a counterclaim alleging 
two counts of battery, two 
counts of assault and one 
count of intentional inflic-
tion of emotional distress.
In a memorandum filed 
last month, the College 
claimed Ellen Kaufman 
’13, a former sexual mis-
conduct advisor (SMA), 
was not liable for her ac-
tions relating to the student 
who accused Zingarelli of 
sexual assault last year. The 
memo asserts Kaufman 
acted as a volunteer for the 
College while serving as 
an SMA and thus held no 
liability under the Volun-
teer Protection Act (VPA), 
a federal law designed to 
protect nonprofits and gov-
ernment agencies from civ-
il liability.
“Under this act, if a vol-
unteer of a nonprofit orga-
nization acts on behalf of 
the organization and, as a 
result, causes some harm 
… the volunteer cannot 
be held liable,” the memo 
reads. The VPA makes an 
exception for willful, crim-
inal or gross negligence, 
but the College claims 
Kaufman did not act in 
this way.
Although the memo 
focuses on Kaufman, it 
also represents an attempt 
by the College to avoid 
a lengthy and expensive 
court trial.
“Because the Plaintiff 
has failed to state a claim 
for negligence as to Ms. 
Kaufman, the vicarious li-
ability claim and negligent 
supervision claim against 
Kenyon must also be dis-
missed,” the memo asserts.
If successful, the memo 
would exonerate Kaufman 
from any fault and di-
minish Zingarelli’s claim 
against the College.
The motion for leave 
responds to the College’s 
VPA defense, which would 
be considered filled if the 
motion is granted.
“A review of the 
Complaint reveals that 
Kaufman’s conduct was, 
at a minimum, reckless 
misconduct or a conscious 
flagrant indifference to 
Stephen’s rights,” read the 
brief filed Monday.
The brief also claims the 
VPA would not disclaim 
the College from any li-
ability, whether or not 
Kaufman acted criminally.
“Even if this Court de-
termines that Kaufman is 
entitled to immunity aris-
ing from her status as a 
volunteer … such immu-
nity has no effect on Ken-
yon’s liability for the harm 
caused by Kaufman as its 
agent,” read the brief.
The brief ’s language 
suggests Kaufman may 
be granted immunity un-
der the VPA. Lawyers for 
Zingarelli argue Kaufman’s 
actions were “reckless mis-
conduct,” an exception to 
the law, but later write of 
Kenyon’s liability “even if 
Kaufman is immune.”
As Kenyon and 
Zingarelli wait for a de-
cision from Judge Otho 
Eyster, who also presid-
ed over the earlier sexu-
al assault trial, litigation 
against Zingarelli’s accuser 
has advanced.
The counterclaim 
Zingarelli’s accuser filed 
reiterates allegations lev-
eled against Zingarelli last 
year, when he was charged 
with rape and gross sexual 
imposition. Zingarelli was 
acquitted of both charges.
Zingarelli’s accuser 
directly addresses an al-
legation of the criminal 
complaint: that she and 
Kaufman spoiled evidence 
“designed to disrupt Ste-
phen’s defense against [her] 
false accusations.”
But his accuser flatly de-
nies the allegation. “[The] 
Defendant did not commit 
said tort and at the time 
she deleted the contact in-
formation regarding Plain-
tiff from her phone, and 
deleted some of the text 
messages … no litigation 
was either contemplated or 
pending,” read the answer 
and counterclaim.
Although he cannot be 
retried in criminal court, 
the civil suit raises the 
possibility of compensa-
tory and punitive damages 
against Zingarelli, which 
are sought in excess of 
$25,000. Both the original 
complaint and the coun-
terclaim demand a trial by 
jury.
Darya Tsymbalyuk ’13 moved home to Ukraine after graduating last May and soon became an active member of the anti-government protests in Kiev.
COURTESY OF DARYA TSYMBALYUK 
learn. We are really grateful.” 
Marjai said people who do-
nated are “saving lives.”
Nael, Tsymbalyuk’s 
friend and roommate of two 
years, said she felt inspired by 
Tsymbalyuk’s work. “She’s a 
very beautiful human being,” 
Nael said. “She’s very inspir-
ing.”
Tsymbalyuk insists that 
she is no hero. “One week-
end I went [to Maidan] and 
peeled garlic for two days 
straight,” she said. “It’s noth-
ing revolutionary.”
Recently, Tsymbalyuk 
was able to accompany a 
journalist to the front lines of 
the resistance, where women 
are not usually allowed. For 
this, in addition to the act of 
protesting, which is illegal, 
Tsymbalyuk could face years 
in jail. But “for some reason, 
I have no fear about it,” she 
said.
“I am very optimistic that 
we will win in the end,” she 
said, despite a lack of prog-
ress in recent days. “I see [the 
protest efforts] as a victory 
already because … it’s a big 
awakening of national con-
sciousness.”
Tsymbalyuk described 
her involvement at Maidan 
as a turning point in her life. 
As she prepared to leave Ke-
nyon last spring, she never 
imagined she could make 
such a marked difference in 
her country. Then the pro-
tests started and she realized 
that just being a presence in 
Maidan makes an impact.
And despite her previ-
ous distaste for political art, 
Tsymbalyuk recently made 
a piece about Maidan that 
features ribbons — which 
evoke the ubiquitous flags 
of the protests — on which 
people wrote their impres-
sions of Maidan. The piece 
was related to a similar proj-
ect she did while at Kenyon. 
“I view art as a dialect, and 
for me it is the most success-
ful dialect I could make per-
sonally,” she said. “I wanted it 
to be a bridge with the people 
there.”
“These are probably the 
most beautiful times I have 
experienced in my life,” she 
said. “Because people have 
this big goal and there’s so 
much struggling and suffer-
ing, I feel like people unite 
and the best sides of people 
come out.”
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Impact of course evaluations, not visible to administrators, varies
Kenyon’s first social media director departs after two years
MADELEINE THOMPSON 
NEWS EDITOR
Josh Fitzwater, Kenyon’s first social media director, had the opportunity to create the College’s social media personality from scratch.
COURTESY OF JOSH FITZWATER 
GRAPHIC BY WILFRED AHRENS
After two years as Ke-
nyon’s social media direc-
tor, Josh Fitzwater will 
leave his post on Feb. 14 to 
become director of digi-
tal strategy and accounts 
for Cement Marketing in 
Columbus. Fitzwater was 
Kenyon’s first social me-
dia director, and has been 
responsible for develop-
ing the College’s presence 
on Twitter, Facebook and 
YouTube, and for facilitat-
ing the transition from a 
print to a digital focus. His 
posts have reached pro-
spective students, alumni 
and parents who want to 
follow Kenyon online.
Fitzwater saw Ken-
yon’s call for a social me-
dia director online while 
working as a copywriter 
and social media manag-
er at Franklin University 
in Columbus. He applied 
the day before its applica-
tion closed and was called 
to the Hill the same week. 
“[I] had a seven hour in-
terview with just about ev-
erybody who was alive on 
campus,” Fitzwater said. 
“They didn’t know what to 
expect with a social media 
person — if this person 
was just going to manage 
content or if they were go-
ing to move the needle for-
ward.” He was, of course, 
hoping to do the latter, 
especially because Kenyon 
was not noticeable as an 
online entity at the time. 
What really convinced 
him to take the job was the 
offer of the “keys to the 
castle” in terms of digital 
marketing. “I had a lot of 
creative freedom,” Fitzwa-
ter said.
During his time at Ken-
yon, Fitzwater has worked 
with several different Ke-
nyon departments to pro-
mote their brands. One of 
these collaborations result-
ed in the blog “Acceptance 
Letters: Parents, College 
and Letting Go,” to which 
Dean of Admissions and 
Financial Aid Jennifer 
Delahunty is a contributor.
“I just felt like we need-
ed to more directly address 
parents, because if you give 
them appropriate informa-
tion I think they’ll un-
derstand their role in the 
whole process,” said Dela-
hunty, who has worked 
with Fitzwater on several 
projects. “[Fitzwater] was 
part of the whole integrat-
ed marketing plan, and 
when we do something in 
print or in email he would 
put it out into the social 
networking sphere. We 
didn’t have a Twitter ac-
count before Josh showed 
up.”
The project Fitzwater 
calls the “feather in his 
cap,” however, is the lay-
out of the Along Middle 
Path section of the Ken-
yon website. “[Along Mid-
dle Path] is a content ag-
gregator that … gives us 
the ability to post stuff in 
real time,” Fitzwater said, 
calling it Kenyon’s “CNN 
page.”
In addition to that, 
Fitzwater enjoyed getting 
to write for the 18 promo-
tional videos author John 
Green ’00 filmed at Ken-
yon and shot in the short 
span of two and a half 
hours. “I got to put my 
John Green hat on,” he 
said.
Unfortunately, the 
things Fitzwater did not 
get to accomplish are “like 
everything.” One idea that 
did not come to fruition 
was to have an interactive 
prospectus, or playbook, 
for prospective students. 
Fitzwater wanted to create 
a prospectus where, for ex-
ample, visitors could “flick 
the weathervane on top of 
Peirce” and it would spin. 
This, in addition to having 
a Kenyon smartphone app, 
is not in the cards. “We 
realized that the website 
we were creating sort of 
does [what we wanted an 
app to do],” he said. “[The 
website] is really mobile 
friendly and has a lot of the 
same information.”
As for his replacement, 
Fitzwater hopes Kenyon 
is “able to keep the nee-
dle going forward and do 
really cool stuff. I think 
we’ve barely scratched the 
surface of what we can do 
digitally.”
Continued from Page 1
Promotion Committee.”
“We have the pro-
gram set up so that even 
if I want to see it, as the 
provost, I can’t,” Interim 
Provost Joe Klesner said. 
“That’s so that faculty 
can feel confident that 
they can ask some ques-
tions that might, in some 
situations, indicate that 
this project or this lec-
ture didn’t go so well. The 
whole idea is that they can 
learn from it and improve 
for the next time and also 
not to be afraid that this 
will somehow affect their 
relationship with the Col-
lege.” 
Some students ex-
pressed concerns, though, 
that this policy eliminates 
an avenue to report viola-
tions of college policy.
“My professor told us 
to all meet her at 12:30 
[p.m. for class] rather 
than 1:10, and technically 
you can’t do that,” a stu-
dent, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity, 
said. Though extending 
classes before the allotted 
time is against College 
regulations, many stu-
dents rely on the faculty 
course evaluations at the 
end of each semester as 
the proper means of noti-
fying the College of such 
problems.
Chair of the Faculty 
Affairs Committee and 
Professor of French Mort 
Guiney offered a differ-
ent course of action for 
students who think their 
voices have not been 
heard.
“If a student had a se-
rious complaint about the 
teaching in a particular 
course with a professor, 
the two avenues that I 
think the student could 
pursue would be to talk to 
the chair of the professor’s 
department and another 
one … would be to talk 
to the next person who is 
responsible in the admin-
istration for the academic 
mission of the College, 
and that would be the 
provost,” Guiney said.
“In the end, if the Col-
lege isn’t even looking at 
[the course evaluations] 
except to review for ten-
ure and promotion, then 
what’s the point in even 
doing [course evalua-
tions]?” England said. 
“That just seems kind of 
ridiculous, the whole sys-
tem.”
Professor of Biology 
Siobhan Fennessey said, 
“I think students are fair 
about [evaluations]; they 
may be mad or they may 
be disappointed with how 
they performed in a class, 
but I’ve never felt like 
anyone retaliated by giv-
ing you low, low scores. 
So I think people take it 
seriously and understand 
sort of what it’s about.”
Though responses to 
the required multiple 
choice questions rang-
ing from “strongly agree” 
to “strongly disagree” are 
visible to the adminis-
tration, only the Tenure 
and Promotion Commit-
tee uses the information 
when considering the ten-
ure and promotion of a 
faculty member. No addi-
tional disciplinary action 
is taken upon professors 
with consistently bad re-
views.
However, the Col-
lege presents the results 
of these questions to each 
professor by way of a bar 
graph that shows how 
many responses there 
were under “strongly 
agree” to “strongly dis-
agree” for each question. 
“The individual fac-
ulty members see it that 
way, not as a mean score 
or average at all … obvi-
ously you could do the 
math with that result, but 
we don’t provide it that 
way to the faculty be-
cause the faculty have felt 
that over summarizing 
results in just an average 
… is reducing the infor-
mation too much so that 
they don’t get a full pic-
ture of what happens in a 
course,” Klesner said.
Fennessey said she 
constantly takes into ac-
count her course evalu-
ation results because of 
the ever-changing nature 
of her field. “I read some-
where that the amount of 
information in the sci-
ences doubles every five 
years,” she said. “So, text-
books are constantly be-
ing revised, information 
added, so there are always 
new things to bring peo-
ple up to date on.”
As for changing the 
course evaluation pro-
cess, revising the standard 
questions doesn’t look 
likely. 
“We’ve talked about 
the possibility of go-
ing back and looking at 
those questions,” Guiney 
said. “Not [to] necessarily 
change them, but seeing 
if those are the best ques-
tions, if that’s the best 
way of eliciting informa-
tion from the students. 
“But, it’s a very long-
term idea,” he added. “I 
don’t think it’s going to 
happen this year.”
1-STRONGLY AGREE
COMMUNICATED EFFECTIVELY
MADE EFFECTIVE USE OF TIME
MADE THE COURSE MATERIAL INTERESTING
PROVIDED HELPFUL AND TIMELY FEEDBACK ON ASSIGNMENTS
WAS EFFECTIVE IN TEACHING THIS COURSE
HELPED TO CREATE A POSITIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT
TREATED ME AND MY WORK WITH RESPECT
WAS AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS OUTSIDE OF CLASS HOURS
CHALLENGED ME TO GO BEYOND MY PREVIOUS ABILITIES
STANDARD COURSE EVALUATION
AVAILABLE RESPONSES
ALL COURSE EVALUATIONS CONTAIN NINE STANDARD QUESTIONS THAT CAN BE ANSWERED ON A FIVE-POINT SCALE.
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Staffing changes reflect hardship for assistant coaches
CGE encounters confusion about new payment system 
Continued from Page 1
Continued from Page 1
Student-manager responsibilities include closing the KAC at night and managing emergencies. 
SAM COLT | COLLEGIAN
the College switched to a 
home-school tuition system, 
in which students continue to 
pay their Kenyon tuition and 
the College uses that money 
to pay for the study abroad 
programs.
“Off-campus study is an 
expensive proposition for a 
college,” Ausec said. “You’re 
sending tuition dollars away.”
The College is helping 
students understand the new 
payment system, by provid-
ing them with an estimate of 
each program’s costs. 
“There’s this perception 
that the new fee policy makes 
this unaffordable,” Ausec 
said. “The reality is not the 
case.”
Several sophomores apply-
ing to study off campus of-
fered criticisms on the new 
fee structure.
Emily Tanji ’16, who plans 
to study at the London School 
of Economics and Political 
Science for a year, said she 
had “mixed feelings” about 
the new system.
“It is obscur[ing] what Ke-
nyon does with the funds that 
are left after paying for the 
program, and this may f inan-
cially burden students more 
than what is actually neces-
sary,” Tanji said.
Emma Therrien ’16, who 
applied to spend a semester 
at Victoria University in New 
Zealand, also questioned 
where excess funds go. 
“It seems unfair that stu-
dents will be paying the in-
cluded health and counseling 
fees and the student activi-
ties fees when we won’t be 
here to use those services,” 
said Therrien, whose tuition 
in New Zealand will cost ap-
proximately $4,000 less than 
a semester at Kenyon.
Ausec admitted the Col-
lege had “gotten some push-
back” about its new fee struc-
ture, saying, “nobody wants 
to pay anything more than 
what they think is fair.”
Student attitudes differed 
depending on how expensive 
the KAC, but their most 
important is working 
closely with student ath-
letes when coaches can-
not. “We have [a student 
to] professor ratio that’s 
10 to 1 here, and we have 
a coach who often deals 
with these athletes more 
than any professor, and 
he’s at a 40 to 1 ratio,” 
said Justin Newell, assis-
tant director of athletics 
and director of the KAC.
With the change in 
employment, there will 
be f ive student manag-
ers rather than nine. The 
hours that would have 
gone to the four student 
managers will go to assis-
tant coaches to help them 
stay for the full year. 
“We justify adding 
those positions, [coach-
es] becoming full time, 
because we won’t need 
those student managers 
anymore,” Newell said, 
referring to the increased 
functions the assistant 
coaches will take on in 
the absence of the stu-
dent managers. 
Though the change 
will allow for more con-
sistency as far as assistant 
coaches are concerned, it 
will cut down on avail-
able student jobs.   
The student-manager 
program started roughly 
four years ago and has 
grown to be a competitive 
position, and will contin-
ue to be even more so now 
that fewer positions are 
available. When hiring 
a KAC manager, Newell 
says he looks for students 
who know the building 
well and are willing and 
capable to lead and direct 
their peers. 
“You’re responsible 
for the whole building 
on your shift,” said Nate 
Lotze ’14, a student man-
ager at the KAC for the 
past two years. 
Along with closing the 
KAC every night, student 
managers make sure oth-
er KAC employees come 
in on time, oversee all 
cleaning jobs and contact 
the proper individuals to 
handle any emergencies 
that may arise. “Really, 
it’s their show to run,” 
Newell said.  
Student managers have 
more responsibility than 
desk workers, and are 
paid roughly three dollars 
more per hour, approxi-
mately $10.50.
As well as being an 
important position at 
the KAC, the student 
manager position offers 
a leadership position for 
students, a valuable asset 
for a résumé. 
“I think that’s some-
thing that can provide 
valuable experience and 
skills for students, and 
it’s a way to move up the 
ladder to more of a lead-
ership capacity,” Lotze 
said. “If it disappeared 
completely, that would be 
a little disappointing.”  
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their program was relative to 
an equivalent amount of time 
spent at Kenyon. 
Megan Remillard ’16 ap-
plied to the Kenyon-Exeter 
Program in England, and 
found that she “would be get-
ting more than expected for 
the cost of tuition with Ken-
yon-Exeter.” 
The program provides a 
generous stipend for living 
and travel, perks she would 
not have received had she 
stayed at Kenyon for the year.
Ausec said her off ice re-
ceived “lots of phone calls” 
from students trying to de-
termine whether their f i-
nances could handle the new 
payment scheme. Ausec “had 
to create an entirely new 
system” to process the new 
study-abroad tuition pay-
ments.
“There were def initely 
things that we learned from,” 
Ausec said. “This semester 
has gone much smoother.”
Of the 245 people who 
applied to study off campus 
next year, 114 applied to go 
off campus during the fall se-
mester alone, 91 in the spring, 
26 for the full year and 14 for 
a split-year program. 
The Danish Institute for 
Study Abroad, Kenyon-Ex-
eter and Sweet Briar had the 
highest number of applicants 
with 24, 12 and 10 respec-
tively. 
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Kenyon students and East Knox team up in face of cuts
Council approves 
two more clubs
Service requirement may be implemented
GRAHAM REID
STAFF WRITER
HENRI GENDREAU
NEWS EDITOR
GRAHAM REID 
STAFF WRITER
In order to counteract budget cuts and decreased classroom time, students and community members will volunteer at East Knox.
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A mere six miles from 
Kenyon lies the East 
Knox Local School Dis-
trict, a system ravaged by 
budget cuts in the wake 
of a failed school levy.
In response to this 
crisis, Phoebe Roe ’16, 
who is also the Colle-
gian’s news assistant, 
founded a group dedicat-
ed to helping the district: 
the Partnership of East 
Knox County and Ke-
nyon College (PEKK). 
The effort now includes 
around 100 individual 
volunteers and roughly 
15 organizations, with 
approximately 250 Ken-
yon students involved in 
PEKK altogether.  
The group has a long-
term vision for a range 
of projects including as-
sistant teaching, fund-
raisers and after-school 
mentoring. “We’re hop-
ing to build relations 
with the kids, help them 
with homework, things 
like that,” Roe said. 
Assistant Principal 
of East Knox Middle 
and High School De-
rick Busenburg hopes 
the partnership proves 
“a long lasting genuine 
partnership between our 
two schools. That would 
be outstanding for our 
kids and also provide 
valuable experience for 
Kenyon students.”
Kenyon students will 
also have the opportuni-
ty to teach lessons dur-
ing the time East Knox 
Middle and High School 
students would other-
wise be in study hall. 
Budget cuts forced four 
of these free periods into 
students’ daily sched-
ules. In the elementa-
ry school, Professor of 
Spanish Clara Roman-
Odio, PEKK’s advisor, 
is working to bring Ke-
nyon students into class-
rooms as teaching aides 
in Spanish, math, read-
ing and art.
The project’s imple-
mentation has not been 
without its challenges. 
Kenyon students must 
drive to the school dis-
trict, which makes f ind-
ing time to volunteer 
more diff icult.   “The 
scheduling is rough,” 
Roe said. “It’s a mat-
ter of getting people out 
there.”
On East Knox’s side, 
Busenburg was initial-
ly worried the project 
would bring extra work 
and complications. “My 
f irst reaction was a com-
bination of excitement 
and hesitancy,” he said. 
According to Busen-
burg, Roe’s efforts to 
alleviate his worries by 
improving programs that 
are already in place has 
been “persistent, orga-
nized [and] enthusias-
tic.” 
While Roe was at f irst 
concerned that potential 
socioeconomic differ-
ences between Kenyon 
and East Knox students 
would pose an issue, she 
realized after her f irst 
day with the students 
that “they’re very eager 
to learn from us.” She 
found the administration 
much more amenable to 
the partnership than she 
had expected.
Leaders of the group 
are hopeful students on 
both sides will benef it 
from the program. “We 
are excited at the idea of 
exploring and support-
ing [and] offering Ken-
yon students an opportu-
nity to see the real world 
and needs, and practice 
teaching skills,” Roman-
Odio said. 
Busenburg, too, antic-
ipates “a good working 
relationship where our 
students benef it,” and 
thinks the partnership 
will be helpful for all. Ul-
timately, the group hopes 
to push Kenyon students 
to look beyond the bub-
ble of the Hill and help 
the greater community. 
“We have the opportu-
nity to make a difference 
here, and we’re not giv-
en that opportunity fre-
quently,” Roe said.
One of Roe’s prima-
ry goals is to help high 
school students look into 
and ultimately attend 
college; East Knox has 
historically had low rates 
of students moving into 
higher education. This 
year, according to Roe, 
about one third of seniors 
took the ACT or SAT. 
The partnership will 
send college admissions 
counselors to East Knox 
for a day in May and also 
plans to bring some high 
school students to Ken-
yon’s campus. 
Though leaders are 
still working out the 
project’s logistics, its 
leaders are conf ident 
Kenyon students will 
f ind the job fulf illing. 
“I think Kenyon kids are 
really going to enjoy the 
experience,” Roe said.
If two seniors get their 
way, community service 
may take on a whole new 
dimension at f irst-year 
orientation.
Pete Rodrigue ’14 and 
Grant Jossi ’14 presented 
ideas to Student Coun-
cil on Sunday that would 
promote and further 
fund community service 
opportunities, including 
a program for f irst-year 
students.
“We were interest-
ed in seeing ways that 
would be relatively easy 
and agreeable to people 
to expand community 
service at Kenyon,” Ro-
drigue said.
Rodrigue said the 
pair’s initial plan was to 
have a community ser-
vice graduation require-
ment, but they changed 
their approach after sur-
veying around 178 stu-
dents last fall.
“As you might imag-
ine, that was not re-
ceived terribly favor-
ably,” Rodrigue said of a 
graduation requirement. 
According to the sur-
vey results, 33 percent 
of respondents disliked 
or strongly disliked the 
idea.
“Definitely, people 
don’t like being told they 
have to do anything,” 
Jossi said.
But in coordinating 
with Assistant Director 
of New Student Orien-
tation and Community 
Programs Lacey Filkins, 
Rodrigue and Jossi said 
they believe a deal could 
be struck to increase the 
annual $1,000 budget for 
community service ef-
forts and introduce more 
days of service similar to 
the Martin Luther King 
Jr. day of service two 
weeks ago. 
Rodrigue asked 
Council members for in-
put on holding a required 
service day for Orien-
tation, an idea he said 
President Sean Decatur 
is “pretty excited about.”
Some members point-
ed out that a lot of com-
munity service complet-
ed on campus is done 
through student clubs 
and organizations.
“There are subsets 
of students and student 
organizations that al-
ready have philanthrop-
ic goals and traditions, 
so it’s happening in a 
lot of different ways,” 
Dean of Students Hank 
Toutain said. But, he 
added, “I think you can 
do both.  … The point is 
to try to establish long-
term ongoing relation-
ships with agencies so 
that it’s easier to plug 
people in.” 
“I think the idea of 
having something dur-
ing New Student Ori-
entation, to make sure 
that people who are just 
entering the community 
know that this exists and 
Student Council ap-
proved two new clubs this 
week: Tabletop and the 
Kenyon Musicians Soci-
ety (KMS). Tabletop is a 
club centered on games, 
including the card, 
board,and role playing 
varieties. KMS grew out 
of a tradition of jam ses-
sions and informal meet-
ings and hopes to expand 
to larger events.
Founder Jason Cerf ’15 
sees KMS as “a non exclu-
sive environment for mu-
sicians on campus, a place 
for them to come and play 
music, to just hang out 
and appreciate music.” 
The group began their in-
formal session at the start 
of the fall semester and 
has since performed sev-
eral times at the Village 
Inn. Cerf hopes “to per-
form in more places, in a 
lot more different styles.” 
KMS will emphasize a 
low pressure atmosphere; 
Cerf stressed that “by 
definition KMS is not a 
band,” and thus avoids the 
responsibilities and pres-
sures of one. KMS meets 
Wednesdays and Fridays 
in Waite Rehearsal Hall 
in Storer Hall.
Tabletop Co-President 
Dakota Curry ’16 de-
scribed the club’s goal as 
bringing the enjoyment 
of various games “to the 
campus as a whole.” The 
group, advised by Presi-
dent Sean Decatur, will 
try to expand beyond 
small groups of players to 
larger events. The club’s 
organizers plan to “reach 
more people that we don’t 
personally know,” ac-
cording to Co-President 
Colton Flick ’16. 
The group plans to play 
mostly card and board 
games, though their 
choices will be “dictat-
ed by who shows up and 
what they want to do.” 
Tabletop’s first meeting 
will be this Friday from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Gund 
Commons.
that there are opportu-
nities, is a terrif ic one,” 
Toutain added.
“Here’s the takeaway 
— there’s a lot of cool 
stuff happening on cam-
pus, but a lot of it is very 
diffuse,” Rodrigue said. 
“There’s not a central 
place that you can go and 
see a complete list of all 
the opportunities that 
are available.”
In an email, Rodrigue 
added, “That’s our pro-
posal: fund the com-
munity service off ice, 
so they can introduce 
a freshman orientation 
day of service, and ex-
pand these opportunities 
for the rest of us, too. It 
would cost almost noth-
ing. We think it would 
do a lot of good.”
Student Council Pres-
ident Kevin Pan ’15 rec-
ommended the two con-
tact Campus Senate to 
further discuss the plan.
“       We were interested in seeing ways that would be relatively easy and agreeable to people to expand community service at Kenyon.”
Pete Rodrigue, Class of 2014
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Inside the Tower
Now vacant, Peirce’s iconic tower has a long and storied 
history as everything from dorm rooms to an art studio.
 
Few Kenyon students 
have ever heard of the 
Philander Chase Memo-
rial Tower. Every day, 
students walk under 
the engraved title span-
ning the stone arch of 
the staircase, but  maybe 
students  miss it as they 
step around the forbid-
den seal. Today it goes 
by a much more familiar 
name: Peirce Tower. 
Though mostly empty 
and out-of-use now, the 
Tower once served a va-
riety of purposes. 
In the 1950s, it was 
used as an art studio be-
fore the school offered 
an art major. It was the 
off ice for the Collegian 
until 2006, and it cur-
rently houses broadcast-
ing equipment for Ken-
yon’s student-run radio 
station, WKCO. 
As you ascend the spi-
ral staircase, you f ind 
one room after another, 
four in total, each in a 
greater state of disarray 
than the last. 
At the very top, a 
small observation room 
looks out over all of Ken-
yon — an immense view 
that is locked away.
The Chase Tower 
rooms were not sup-
posed to serve a purpose 
for the College; heating 
and plumbing were never 
installed and the rooms 
have spent many of their 
years in existence gath-
ering dust. 
College Historian 
and Keeper of Kenyoni-
ana Thomas Stamp said 
construction on Peirce 
and the Chase Tower 
was completed in 1929, 
seemingly as one build-
ing. 
Like the library, with 
its combination of Olin 
and Chalmers, the tow-
er had a separate donor 
from Peirce.
Together, the Phi-
lander Chase Memorial 
Tower and Peirce cost  a 
whopping $400,000 to 
construct. On Aug. 19, 1928, 
the Cleveland Plain Deal-
er wrote, “the Tower, to be a 
distinguishing feature of the 
commons building, is the gift 
of communicants of the Epis-
copal diocese of Ohio, and 
commemorates the memory of 
the college’s f irst founder, who 
also was the f irst Episcopal 
bishop of Ohio.” 
That founder, of course, 
was Philander Chase, whose 
story is imprinted on stained 
glass illustrations on the low-
er levels below the Tower, de-
signed by Charles J. Connick, 
the same man who designed 
the equally decadent stained 
glass windows in the Great 
Hall, whose windows picto-
rially recount scenes from fa-
mous novels. 
Compared to the Tower’s 
external beauty, the rooms in-
side leave much to be desired. 
Because they had no intended 
use, they sit empty and un-
adorned, with traces of graf-
f iti and pieces of trash strewn 
around the dusty f loors. 
The spiral staircase that 
goes all the way to the top of 
the Tower is from the origi-
nal construction, rusting away 
since 1929. 
The Tower’s view, undoubt-
edly its best feature, takes in 
all of Kenyon, as well as the 
f ields and rooftops that sur-
round the College, giving a 
unique perspective of the cam-
pus that possibly only Caples 
Residence Hall could rival.
The Collegian has a long-
standing connection to the 
Tower. Though it’s been ru-
mored the editors-in-chief had 
rooms in the Tower, the Tower 
only housed the paper’s off ic-
es, much to students’ dismay.
However, Peirce did have 
rooms for the heads of student 
publications, including the 
Collegian, as well as the head 
of Student Council. 
In its earliest days, Peirce 
used to house bachelor profes-
sors. However, Chase Tower’s 
lack of heat made it diff icult to 
deal with the winter weather, 
so the Tower itself never had 
inhabitants. 
The Collegian took up of-
f ices in the Tower soon after 
its construction, remaining 
there from around 1929 up un-
til 2006, when the restoration 
of Peirce Hall began.
The Tower also once housed 
the Art Department, with its 
art studio in one of the Tow-
er’s now-abandoned rooms. 
Though the sweeping vistas 
of Kenyon and Gambier may 
have once inspired Kenyon 
students to create beautiful 
art, the room was never meant 
to be a studio space, only serv-
ing as one for about 20 or 30 
years, beginning in 1937.
The Chase Tower still has 
one function: holding WK-
CO’s broadcasting equipment, 
in use to this day.
It can be seen as a Harry 
Potter-like Room of Require-
ment; if Kenyon needs a place 
for something, it may as well 
go there. But for now, it’s 
locked up and inaccessible. 
Stamp said the College 
keeps it locked away “for in-
surance purposes. It’s just not 
safe to allow people to go up 
and down at will.” 
The decaying, dizzying 
staircase attests to Stamp’s 
statement, but the view does 
look excellent from the top. 
The Philander Chase Memorial Tower was once an art studio  gifted by Mrs. Philip F. Ferdi. Today the tower  houses WKCO’s broadcasting equipment and is locked for insurance purposes.
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“A compliment for Tomas 
Grant ’16. He’s just such 
a nice and supportive 
friend. He’s always there 
to listen to my problems. 
If I’m having a bad day, 
he’s there to cheer me 
up.” -Lindsey Susolik ’16
“Caroline Whitcomb 
’14 is tidy.”
-Sarah Kahwash ’14
“I would like to compliment 
Lentz House for always be-
ing there for me on Saturdays 
when I do my homework.”
-Tori Hoover ’16
“Peirce, for its desserts.” 
-Matt Delbridge ’16
QUICK 
COMPLIMENTS 
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Strasbourg, France
JOHANNA KLINMAN
CONTRIBUTOR 
Three-hundred and 
thirty two steps can be 
a pretty tall hike up one 
of the largest cathedrals 
in the world. I made that 
hike and was rewarded 
with a beautiful view of 
an old city with an in-
triguing history.  
  The cathedral is home 
to a tremendous rose, 
window but more im-
pressively, an enormous, 
intricate astrological 
clock.         What, 
you may ask, is an astro-
logical clock?         
Imagine a clock as tall as 
a table on the Old Side 
of Peirce is long and 
older than Old Kenyon, 
that portrays the posi-
tion of more than 5,000 
stars in the sky, the so-
lar cycle, the lunar cycle, 
the date of Easter each 
year, the position of the 
Sun, Moon and planets 
in our solar system and 
100 more tiny astronom-
ical details, as well as 
the time (but mind you, 
it is half an hour late). 
Now put that clock in a 
gothic Cathedral built 
from pink-tinted Vosges 
sandstone, which was 
the tallest cathedral in 
the world for 200 years, 
and you have yourself 
gawking.
Now, where do you 
f ind this magnif icent 
Cathedral? In Stras-
bourg, France, on the 
banks of the Rhine Riv-
er, at the crossroads of 
France and Germany. 
The city has switched 
nationalities between 
French and German 
more times than I can 
remember. Currently, 
the European Parlia-
ment and the Council of 
Europe are both situated 
in the city as evidence 
to the peace and recon-
ciliation between the 
French and Germans af-
ter World War II. As the 
capital of Alsace — the 
region that France and 
Germany have fought 
over for hundreds of 
years — Strasbourg has 
developed a culture that 
is strongly inf luenced by 
both countries. 
Crepes and brat-
wurst are sold at adja-
cent stores. Buildings 
of German architecture 
stand out in the Re-
public district while the 
quaint medieval houses 
around the Cathedral 
make it seem as though 
you walked into the 
small French town in 
Beauty and the Beast. But 
miraculously, these two 
distinct cultures have 
blended together in this 
international town.
Surrounded by moun-
tains and forests, the 
center of Strasbourg is 
on a tiny island of its 
own. With cobblestone 
streets and old fashioned 
lampposts, at times you 
get lost in the antiquity 
of the city, but it just 
takes one near death 
experience with a bike 
zooming past you to 
bring you right back to 
the 21st century. 
The city of Stras-
bourg zooms with bi-
cyclists (I actually just 
bought  a bike myself ). 
Considering that it is 
faster to get around the 
small island by bike than 
by tram — and far faster 
than by car — the multi-
national city is a buzz of 
movement from sunrise 
to sunset.
Beautiful parks are 
scattered throughout 
the city, which even in 
this cold winter weath-
er are remarkably stun-
ning and f illed with life. 
During a run through 
the Orangerie Park, f ive 
minutes from my study 
abroad center, you ran-
domly happen upon a 
preserve with turtles, 
monkeys and f lamin-
gos.  
Besides the surpris-
ingly wonderful parks, 
spare time can be spent 
walking through the 
Petite-France district of 
the city, where multicol-
ored houses dating back 
to the 17th century line 
the river on the edge of 
the city. This pictur-
esque place will take 
your breath away and 
have you wishing you 
never had to leave.
But despite these in-
tricate clocks, beautiful 
parks and picturesque 
streets, the bustling 
city has nothing on the 
homely charm of Gam-
bier. Sure, they do not 
suffer from the millions 
of inches of snow or 
the ice rink problems of 
Middle Path, but even 
in this beautiful scene, 
nothing can compare 
with the majestic Col-
lege of Kenyon. Yet for 
the time being, biking 
along the cobblestone 
streets in a city alive 
with Franco-German 
culture does seems like 
an okay substitute.
Kat Goodwin ’15 and Johanna Klinman ’15 enjoy the view from the top of Strasbourg Cathedral.
COURTESY OF JOHANNA KLINMAN
New student club inks the quill for intellectual adventures
Declaring John Green ’00’s 
novels “poorly written” in the 
midst of the author’s hotly 
anticipated arrival to cam-
pus would almost certainly 
be a daring move in the face 
of Green’s fan base at Kenyon. 
But this is exactly the kind of 
discourse Matthew Eley ’15, 
who is also a Collegian con-
tributor, hoped for when he 
founded the new club, the 
Quills — “a philosophic and 
adventuring society,” accord-
ing to the organization’s ad-
vertising materials. 
This statement was uttered 
during the f irst 15 minutes of 
a meeting in Peirce’s Old Side 
on Feb. 1. 
While the Quills discussed 
Green’s fame and Ayn Rand’s 
ideological platform, Drew 
Hogan ’15 took the lead in the 
discussion and made the above 
assertion, while Nick Martin 
’17 mostly listened.
The group has only had 
three weekly meetings, most 
of which have taken place at 
the Village Inn. Eley recently 
decided to convene in Peirce 
because membership started to 
increase. 
“The Quills started out of a 
desire to have a group of peo-
ple who would meet and have 
interesting conversations,” 
Eley said. He said most clubs 
on campus are adventurous, 
but they have specif ic goals. “I 
thought it’d be interesting to 
have a group whose goal itself 
was to have adventures.”
Specif ically, he meant in-
tellectual adventures, saying, 
“Your social life and your aca-
demic life should not be sepa-
rate.” 
He said productive dis-
agreement is important to him, 
because “it requires that calm 
self-control … I think [mem-
bers] will be good at that.”
He recruited many friends 
to the club, including Hogan. 
“I joined the Quills because 
Matt is a good friend of mine, 
and I wanted to help him get 
his Quills off the ground,” 
Hogan wrote in an email.
Eley was “inspired by the 
older British intellectual gath-
erings,” specif ically the In-
klings, whose main members 
included J.R.R. Tolkien and 
C.S. Lewis when they were 
professors at Oxford. “I love 
the whimsical nature of the 
Inklings,” he said.
Eley, who transferred to 
Kenyon this past fall after 
two years at the University of 
Richmond, tried to encour-
age his fellow members not 
to make exclamatory blanket 
statements in favor of more 
thoughtful analysis since the 
club is still young and will 
evolve. 
The College does not  yet 
recognize the club; Eley said 
he might pursue recognition 
next semester.
“The Quills is in its in-
ception, and thus the con-
versation is rough and intro-
ductory. I do not expect the 
beginning to look anything 
like the denouement,” he said. 
“Since I convened the group, I 
think of my role as a facilita-
tor, but I foresee that becom-
ing less and less the case as 
time goes on.”
Hogan expressed a simi-
lar sentiment. “Hopefully the 
group will have more lively 
discussion,” he wrote. “If we 
want that, it might be better 
for us to have some type of 
topic each meeting to get seri-
ous conversation started.”
Eley said the group will 
transform as its members be-
come more comfortable with 
each other. 
“I look for continued new 
members and each individual 
is a new ingredient that makes 
the thing an entirely different 
stew — and that is most of the 
fun,” Eley said.
But despite his eager antic-
ipation of the group’s future, 
Eley does not want to control 
it. “That would be counter-
productive. … This is hardly 
my organization,” he said.
Eley acknowledged the 
group might not succeed. “It 
could dawdle off, it could 
be poorly attended, [but] we 
all have these ideas, and it’s 
a shame if we don’t pursue 
them.”
At one of their weekly meetings, Matthew Eley ’15, Elena Anatchkova ’15 
and Maddie Hawkins  ’17 treat themselves to intellectual discourse.
CALLAN SCHACKOR | COLLEGIAN
IAN ROUND
STAFF WRITER “       The Quills is in its inception and thus the conver-sation is rough and introductory. I do not expect the beginning to look anything like the denouement. Since 
I convened the group, I think of my role as a facilita-
tor, but I foresee that becoming less and less the case as 
time goes on.”
Matthew Eley ’15
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Robert Hoehn-Saric ’14
Senior Class Total:
Where were the Olympics 
held the last time they were in 
the United States?
Who designed the U.S. 
opening ceremony uniforms?
In what city are the 2018 
Winter Olympics scheduled 
to take place?
Name a Kenyon sport that is 
not currently an Olympic event. 
Salt Lake City
Pyeongchang, South Korea
Ralph Lauren
Football, golf, lacrosse, 
baseball, softball
Atlanta
Abby Coleman ’17
Weekly Scores
Scy Krogh ’15 Ben Berliner ’16
Junior Class Total: Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:
The North Pole
Ralph Lauren
Quidditch
Salt Lake City
Tokyo, Japan
Ralph Lauren
Lacrosse
Salt Lake City
 Japan
Don’t know.
Baseball
Salt Lake City
No idea.
Ralph Lauren
Football
32
1 3 2 3
24 3326
Answer
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Believe it or not, there is more to 
your professor than his or her knowl-
edge of Euclid or Marx, a leather 
briefcase and a suit jacket. They just 
might also be the type to jump out of 
airplanes into flames, hang out with 
Hillary and Bill Clinton or interview 
Henry Kissinger.
The year after he graduated from 
high school, Associate Professor of 
Biology Bob Mauck was not drown-
ing in exams; rather, he was swim-
ming off the coast of Saint Thomas, 
United States Virgin Islands, teach-
ing scuba diving during his gap year. 
“People call it, ‘I’m going to take a 
year off,’ — they should call it, ‘I 
wanna take a year on,’” Mauck said. 
On indeed: “I spent everyday out on 
the blue water in the coral reefs — 
and it was amazing.”
Mauck eventually ended up at 
Ohio Wesleyan University, but spent 
his summers fighting forest fires in 
Alaska. He began a job as a smoke-
jumper, parachuting directly into 
forest fires. He spent the next eight 
or nine years working in Alaska and 
all over the Western United States. 
During the four months of the year 
that he wasn’t fighting fires, he kept 
himself busy by covering sports for 
the Anchorage Daily News as well as 
coaching football in Italy. Eventu-
ally he found his way into field biol-
ogy and then to Kenyon, because, as 
he said, “I don’t think there’s any rule 
that says you have to go do one thing 
for the rest of your life.”
Professor Mauck is not the only 
professor familiar with many variable 
experiences leading up to a  entering 
highter education.
“My husband says I’m like a cat, 
and that I have nine lives and that 
this is like my seventh,” Associate 
Professor of English Ivonne García 
said.
Originally from Puerto Rico, she 
attended Harvard University for her 
bachelor’s degree before beginning 
law school at Georgetown Univer-
sity with the hope of a career in ad-
ministrative education. However, she 
ended up dropping out, saying she 
hated it: “It was the 1980s, it was the 
Reagan era and issues of justice and 
minorities and social justice … were 
not of any interest in law school — 
everybody was really just prepping to 
be a corporate lawyer.”
From there, García went back to 
Puerto Rico and began working at 
an English-language newspaper. Her 
talent and fluency in English led her 
to rise in the ranks until she became 
its city editor. One particular inter-
view was especially memorable: while 
at a cocktail party, her editor told her, 
“Henry Kissinger is in the hotel, I 
need you to go find him and ask him 
about the status of Puerto Rico. His 
wife, Nancy, is going to hate you, but 
you have to go find him.” 
Her storied career also included 
interviewing Mikhail Gorbachev 
and winning two journalism awards 
from the Overseas Press Club of 
America. Years after successfully 
finding Kissinger in that hotel, she 
felt burnt out from the around-the-
clock hours that journalism required, 
and found herself at The Ohio State 
University (OSU) — gamely pursu-
ing a PhD and knowing only that she 
was meant to teach college students. 
García originally fell in love with the 
idea of teaching English after taking 
two Shakespeare classes at OSU, and 
she began a completely new career 
path that would eventually lead her 
to Kenyon.
Associate Professor of History 
Glenn McNair also found his way to 
teaching after many long, surprising 
and varied careers. After dropping 
out of Savannah State University as 
an undergraduate, he worked in con-
struction. He soon switched to police 
work — he had originally been inter-
ested in firefighting, but changed his 
mind after he observed the huge dis-
crepancy in pay grades between the 
two jobs. 
Halfway through the police acad-
emy, he began to worry about the 
amount of violence he would en-
counter. “My first day was every bit 
the nightmare that I anticipated it 
being, from my first real fight to be-
ing locked in a padded room in the 
hospital with this Vietnam veteran 
who’s having flashbacks to his days 
of being the executioner,” he said, 
laughing. 
After a few years, McNair went 
back to school as a criminal justice 
major. Like García, he also started 
and then left law school, but returned 
to a law enforcement career. He was 
eventually hired by the Bureau of Al-
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo-
sives.
“Most of it was about the War on 
Drugs, so I spent most of my time 
investigating crack gangs and meth 
labs and that kind of stuff,” he said.
But in 1992, he traveled across 
America serving with the Secret Ser-
vice. “I hung out with Hillary Clin-
ton, Bill Clinton, Al Gore,” he said, 
but the excitement eventually wore 
off. After a few more career transi-
tions — including a stint on talk ra-
dio — he found his calling as a pro-
fessor at Kenyon.
As a professor, McNair encoun-
ters dozens of anxiety-ridden seniors 
panicking about their lives after Ke-
nyon. But if there is one thing his 
unexpected and winding journey has 
taught him, it’s this: “You don’t have 
to figure it out at [age] 22. It seems 
like you have to have your life figured 
out, but trust me, you won’t, and you 
can’t and it’d probably be weird if you 
did — but you just have to listen to 
your heart about where you are in the 
moment.”
Left: Garcia as VP of the Overseas Press Club. Center: Garcia featured for her journalism career. Right: Mauck during  his summer as a smoke jumper.
COURTESY OF IVONNE GARCIA AND BOB MAUCK 
Before class: the nine lives of Kenyon professors 
EMMA WELSH-HUGGINS
STAFF WRITER
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Course evals need 
narrative question
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Pick a Side: the war between Old and New
When I went to the Kenyon 
Review Young Writers Work-
shop, we ate on Old Side of Peirce. 
It is, after all, prominently featured 
on Kenyon’s website. My mom 
called it “the Harry Potter room”; 
I knew it as the room where a girl 
once told me (joked?) that my eyes 
looked great underneath stained 
glass. Naturally, I liked Old Side.
As a freshman here, I sat in 
New Side (or Lower Peirce which 
I include in New Side) just because 
that’s where my friends were. It 
wasn’t until some friends started 
pledging that I noticed a divide. 
They would dine with their frater-
nity, and one such friend informed 
me that, as a non-pledge, I wasn’t 
supposed to join. When unaffili-
ated friends convinced me to eat in 
Old Side with them, we got stares. 
It wasn’t like we’d be kicked out or 
ostracized, but some made it clear 
that we weren’t “supposed” to be 
there.
Old Side, populated as it is by 
sports teams and Greek societies, 
is the entrenched side, for those 
who are, to some extent, their 
group. “Opinions columnist” is 
not part of my public identity the 
way “basketball player” would be. 
New Side is basically “everyone 
else.”
In a recent class discussion on 
the “rules of love” at Kenyon (it’s 
a weird class), someone said Old 
Siders and New Siders shouldn’t 
date. When asked why, she argued 
they just come from too different 
of worlds, and they wouldn’t see 
each other enough.
Her sentiment isn’t unsound. If 
you take part in athletics or Greek 
life, most of your time and friends 
will be occupied with or involved 
in that group, due to constant 
proximity and mutual interests. 
But that’s also limiting. A frater-
nity or sorority member/athlete in 
Old Kenyon would have a hard 
enough time dating a Kenyon Re-
view intern in an NCA, besides 
the fact that they couldn’t eat to-
gether often because he or she goes 
to meals with his or her teammates 
after practice or dines with his or 
her brothers/sisters.
 But it’s absolutely reasonable 
that teams and Greeks prefer to 
keep Old Side to themselves. 
Group meals are good bonding 
time and teams, fraternities and 
sororities capitalize on this. It 
would be hard to arrange seating 
for a large group if anyone sat any-
where. Try fitting 15 friends at one 
table on New Side, or even two ta-
bles pushed together. Now imag-
ine doing that for every sport and 
Greek organization on campus. 
A pre-ordained area with bench 
tables is much simpler.
And it’s nice to be surrounded 
by people who also pledged much 
of their time to a group. On a cam-
pus that constantly brings up how 
a cappella concerts have greater 
turnouts than sporting events, and 
that undeniably has students who 
have no interest in and even harbor 
animosity towards Greek life, this 
kinship makes sense. If I’d joined a 
team or rushed, I might’ve argued 
explicitly for the insularity of Old 
Side.
I’m an idealist. New Side is at-
tractive with an incredible view, 
but sometimes I wish I could reg-
ularly sit in Old Side with friends 
from Young Writers and remi-
nisce. Ultimately, though, I don’t 
mind the divide. It’s probably the 
most practical way of going about 
things, so I don’t feel alienated, 
just uninvolved — which I am. As 
long as we avoid that weird elitism 
which naturally accompanies an 
“us vs. them” mentality, I’m of the 
mind to live and let live.
But if  I pop in Old Side for the 
memories sometime … if you pre-
tend I run track, I won’t tell anyone 
I saw you skipping team dinner to 
hit on someone in Peirce Pub.
Derek Dashiell ’16 is an 
English major from Lakewood, 
Ohio. You can contact him at 
dashielld@kenyon.edu.
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It’s time for an evaluation of our evaluations.
No, we aren’t talking about tests or exams — but 
the end-of-semester course evaluations that about 
90 percent of students fill out every semester.
Professors are only required to ask some stan-
dard quantitative questions on their evaluations, 
which yield hard data the College can use to un-
derstand the success or failure of a course. But fac-
ulty members can also elect to add narrative ques-
tions that allow students to write about everything 
from the quality of assigned readings to more gen-
eral comments or concerns.
They are by far the best way for students to 
provide meaningful and substantive feedback on 
their courses and professors. It is a pity that ad-
ministrators never see them. There is validity to 
the idea that professors should be able to ask ques-
tions about their courses without worrying their 
superiors will hold the answers against them. But 
the College is missing out on an opportunity to 
see feedback that distinguishes amazing hires 
from mediocre ones.
We also value the narrative responses — which 
are anonymous — as a place where students can 
give feedback to the College that won’t be traced 
back to them. For instance, if students in a small 
department felt a professor was teaching from dat-
ed material, they might not feel comfortable go-
ing to their department chair. But that’s certainly 
something that administrators should be aware of.
The College could add a required narrative 
question to every evaluation, and make it simple: 
“Do you have any additional comments about the 
content or quality of teaching in this course?” Pro-
fessors would still be able to ask questions to which 
only they would see the answers. That would al-
low faculty members to still ask questions about 
particular, experimental parts of the course, while 
allowing the administration to look for trends in 
general narrative responses.
We offer this idea with a caveat. Administra-
tors should not micromanage or breath down the 
necks of faculty members simply because of one 
negative comment. But if a pattern emerges, those 
administrators should have the evidence needed 
to act. All of this also points to a larger problem: 
It sounds to us like not enough is being done with 
the course evaluation materials. We live in an age 
where data analysis has never been more sophis-
ticated, and our ability to spot trends in numbers 
is unparalleled in history. Our course evaluation 
policies need to reflect that, too.
If these data are used in new and creative ways, 
it will encourage innovation and accountability in 
the classroom. If asked, that’s something we’d say 
we all Strongly Agree with.
THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, FEB. 6 | KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM 11
Dear Mono Makeout Majesty,
A couple of things come to mind with your interesting-but-not-altogether-
uncommon situation. In all my years at Kenyon, there has been a mono out-
break every year, and each time students were able to piece together where the 
disease originated. My first year, the mono outbreak began in upper Lewis 
and spread to second-floor Mather. And guess what? We all knew who started 
it. Do you want to be that girl? Do you want to be known as Mono Makeout 
Girl who started a plague? If so, then I send you off with my best wishes and a 
whole-hearted encouragement of: “You go, Glen Coco!” If not, well, then I’m 
going to have to advise that while it may be difficult to deprive others of what 
they so clearly want — you — for the sake of anonymity, you’d better refrain.
 In addition, while I’m not technically qualified to give out medical advice 
— though I’d argue I’ve seen and undergone a fair number of alcohol-related 
medical situations and could probably be a doctor — I’m going to go out on a 
limb here and guess that most of the times you’re kissing boys has been under 
the influence of alcohol. If this is the case, I’m pretty sure you shouldn’t be 
drinking if you have a disease that causes your liver to swell up so that alcohol 
goes straight to your liver (aka instant liver damage). We’ve all taken years off 
our lives with the amount of drinking we’ve done in college; let’s not com-
pletely end it so soon. Remember: you have a lot of kisses left to give.
 Or you could always kiss boys whom you know won’t be kissing any other 
girls because they’re so overjoyed that they get to have your kisses. That way, 
you not only control the spread of the disease but also you’ll have total power 
over your very own boy posse. In which case, as female goddess/pop artist Be-
yoncé would say, “Who run the world? Girls.”
Lauren Toole is a senior English major from Belmont, N.C. She is one of the edi-
tors-in-chief for the Collegian, and has both loved and lived. 
JONAH ALLON
CONTRIBUTOR
Cups are a privilege, not a 
right, for Kenyon students
Let’s begin with the un-
controversial: the loss of 2,350 
plastic cups last semester was 
abominable. The controversial 
question that follows is, what 
to do about it? The Collegian 
staff weighed in on this debate 
in its Nov. 21, 2013 editorial 
“Stop Stealing Cups,” with 
uncharacteristic invective:
“Does a student body that 
claims to care about the en-
vironment truly believe that 
such resources are unlimited, 
that we can unthinkingly take 
and never give back?”
The sentiment is noble, but 
misguided. Last semester’s fi-
asco indicates a clear need for 
change, but it’s impractical to 
expect that change from the 
student body alone. In order 
to pursue responsible solu-
tions, we need to acknowledge 
that dining services adminis-
trators share responsibility for 
this failure.  
The idea in play here 
should be familiar: self-inter-
est governs the actions of an 
individual. It is the bedrock of 
modern political philosophy 
and economic theory. Applied 
to the issue at hand, the solu-
tion is head-smackingly obvi-
ous: Peirce must implement 
either a strong deterrent to 
taking out dining materials, 
or a strong incentive to return 
them. Otherwise, the prob-
lem will continue unabated.
“We’re a tight-knit com-
munity,” a skeptic responds, 
“not a capitalist society. There-
fore, those rules don’t apply 
here.” That notion is fanciful 
at best, and it’s precisely this 
conviction that our commu-
nity is exceptional which has 
hindered progress and left us 
vulnerable to myriad disap-
pointments. Another dis-
senter says, “We’re adults, 
and should be treated as such. 
Peirce shouldn’t baby us.” But 
is the web of communal obli-
gation in which we are all en-
meshed infantilizing, or em-
powering? I would argue that 
it’s more juvenile (babyish, if 
you prefer) to hoard stacks of 
cups at your own convenience. 
Recognizing the need for ex-
ternal constraints to regulate 
a deleterious impulse would 
demonstrate true maturity.
Take the library’s check-
out system as an analogue. 
Nobody would argue against 
deadlines on library books, 
nor against punitive fines lev-
ied when the books isn’t re-
turned by that deadline. Since 
the books are a privilege the 
entire College shares, mea-
sures must be taken to ensure 
nobody abuses that privilege. 
These rules aren’t founded 
on a suspicion that students 
don’t harbor due respect for 
their learning materials or 
peers; they merely operate 
on the understanding that a 
fine is a more effective man-
date than these lofty appeals. 
The fact that library books are 
catalogued items is irrelevant. 
Even if certain books are in 
higher “demand” than others 
and thus technically of higher 
value, every book incurs fines 
at the same rate and is there-
fore effectively the same value. 
These considerations aside, 
the library has correctly rea-
soned that the loss of any book 
is costly, unnecessary, and 
most importantly, avoidable. 
This is a philosophy Peirce 
should emulate.
To that end, I propose 
three different solutions, with 
varying degrees of feasibility:
   First, standardize a more 
efficient collection system 
around campus, making re-
turn duty a source of student 
employment.
Second, create a takeout 
system in Peirce whereby stu-
dents can “check out” dining 
materials for a definite period 
before incurring a fine.
Third, institute a policy 
whereby Community Advi-
sors can issue individual fines 
to their residents based on the 
number of dining materials 
found in their room.
This is hardly an exhaus-
tive list, and I’d urge people 
to debate these solutions and 
come up with better ones. At 
this point, one thing is beyond 
question — a systemic change 
is imperative.  
Jonah Allon ’16 is a prospec-
tive political science major from 
New York City. You can contact 
him at allonj@kenyon.edu
Middle Path unites our campus through the hustle and bustle
ALEXANDRA BRADNER
CONTRIBUTOR
A peculiar kind of personal own-
ership attaches to well-worn places. I 
own Chicago’s Butler Field, for ex-
ample, where you can sit on blankets 
and listen to concerts in the Petrillo 
Music shell, under a towering circle 
of skyscrapers watching to make sure 
everyone behaves. I own my first-
year college dorm room, the front 
yard of my childhood home, two of 
my old offices, a White Hen Pantry 
and Rosewood Beach, despite the 
fact that I’ll never be able to return 
without the exclusive parking sticker.
About two months ago, I added 
Middle Path, which moves us so ca-
pably across the campus, with so lit-
tle Capability Brown. Like the stu-
dents, I took to it pretty early. There 
are senior faculty members here who 
have walked the Path for decades. 
Their feet know every bare spot, dip 
and ice slick. They’ve memorized the 
offshoots and timed the segments. 
They can dispel the grit from their 
shoes with one artful shake, while 
the rest of us wait, foolishly, for 
pearls.
Once we consider Kenyon’s iso-
lation and small size alongside the 
(supposed) death of the liberal arts, 
the Path’s message is Sisyphean. 
Or maybe it’s a pre-modern Bud-
dhist/Aristotelian recommendation 
to avoid overindulgence on the one 
hand, and monkish self-denial on 
the other — an admonition to de-
velop good judgment through the 
moderate avoidance of extremes. 
More likely, it’s a postmodern joke: 
an ironic recommendation to a 
manic population of over-scheduled 
overachievers to find the middle, 
when what we really want is the road 
less travelled or the path to glory, be-
cause moderate people can’t compete 
within our present institutional and 
economic structures.
If there’s one thing I’ve learned 
as faculty-in-residence, it’s that we’re 
pushing extremes. Though students 
long to see more of the faculty, we’re 
already working 24/7. We wake at 
6:30 a.m., take our kids to school 
and/or help aging parents, teach, 
meet with students, answer moun-
tains of email and serve on mul-
tiple committees. In the evening, 
we dart home and then return to 
attend events with visitors and job 
candidates, hoping someone else 
will make dinner, clean our houses 
and put our kids to bed. Once our 
caregiving responsibilities are un-
satisfactorily met, we work into the 
wee hours of the night grading, an-
swering more email, programming 
Moodle and prepping for the next 
day. Heaven forbid a conference, 
journal deadline, grant application or 
illness should appear in the middle 
of the term, because then everything 
else stops, after which there’s catch-
up hell to pay.
Though students don’t always 
complete their homework, they’re 
also working 24/7. They wake at 8 or 
9 a.m., walk to Peirce, attend two or 
three classes, visit office hours, meet 
with study groups and attend long 
afternoon labs. In the early evening, 
they endure two- or three-hour ath-
letic practices, after which they eat 
and travel to their assigned evening 
lectures and films. When seminars 
end at 10 p.m., they’re off to their or-
ganizational meetings and music en-
sembles. Once their extracurricular 
responsibilities are unsatisfactorily 
met, they work into the wee hours of 
the night prepping for the next day. 
Heaven forbid a play, championship, 
break-up, research project or illness 
appears in the middle of the term, 
because then everything else stops, 
after which there’s catch-up hell to 
pay.
Of course we’re thrilled to do this 
work. Faculty courageously battle 
the pressure of promotion and job 
loss, the pain of familial neglect, 
their peers’ high standards and nag-
ging self-doubt, because everyone 
knows how difficult it is to land a 
good academic job, one with terrific, 
hard-working students who genu-
inely love their work. Students cou-
rageously battle parental pressure, 
employment uncertainty, their peers’ 
high standards and nagging self-
doubt, because everyone knows how 
difficult it is to get into a good col-
lege, one with terrific, hard-working 
professors who genuinely love their 
work.
The community walks this Mid-
dle Path together, and that’s what 
makes it meaningful — what makes 
it ours. We arrive to class each morn-
ing with the very same rocks in our 
shoes.
Alexandra Bradner is a visiting as-
sistant professor of philosophy who lives 
among students this year as the faculty-
in-residence. She will occasionally report 
her experiences in this column. She can 
be reached at bradnera@kenyon.edu.
Dear Lauren,
The Collegian’s newest advice column for 
your questions on love and life. 
Submit to dearlaurencollegian@gmail.com
I want to kiss boys, but I have mono! Should I kiss them anyway, and 
allow them to bear the consequences while I pretend not to notice? Or 
should I do a public service and refrain from this activity, even though 
I am so stunningly attractive that almost everyone wants to steal my 
kisses?
Please help me with this moral dilemma.
                    
     Sincerely,
     Your Mono Makeout Majesty
ILLUSTRATION BY NICHOLAS ANANIA
HOME ON THE HILL
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and JANE SIMONTON
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ROSSE HALL
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AUTHOR AND ALUM
ROSSE HALL
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PANEL DISCUSSION
“SONG OF THE 
SOUTH”
OLIN AUDITORIUM
Love, family affairs come to light in Chekhov’s Seagull 
VICTORIA UNGVARSKY
PHOTO EDITOR
Anton Chekhov’s The 
Seagull, an intense, tragicom-
ic classic, flew into the Bolton 
last weekend. The play, di-
rected by Assistant Professor 
of Drama and Film James 
Dennen, marked the second 
mainstage show of the Ken-
yon College Dramatic Club 
season and gave all who at-
tended an unparalleled op-
portunity to experience a 
solid reimagining of a classic 
piece of theatre.
The play focuses on the 
lives of artists and workers 
on a rural Russian estate by 
a lake and raises intriguing 
questions about what defines 
art, love and how human in-
teractions define both. Par-
ticularly strong performances 
were those of the depressed 
playwright Konstantin, 
played by Max Pescherine 
’17, and the sardonic Ma-
sha, played by Sarah White 
’16. Pescherine breathed new 
life into the trope of the an-
gry artist, upset at the world 
for his failures. White al-
ways brought a moment of 
ease when her lovesick and 
jaded Masha appeared on 
stage. Each displayed a wry 
and earnest depth in their 
characters. Also, Dr. Yevg-
eny Dorn, played smartly by 
Issa Polstein ’15, provided a 
comedic contrast to the oth-
erwise somber play. An im-
pressive student ensemble 
rounded out the cast.
Although The Seagull is 
an ensemble piece, the show 
predominantly focuses on 
the lives of four characters: 
Konstantin; his aging ac-
tress mother, Irina, played by 
Professor of Drama Wendy 
MacLeod; Nina, the aspir-
ing actress from the country, 
played by Anna Yukevich 
’16; and the mysterious writer 
Trigorin, performed by As-
sistant Professor of Drama 
Ben Viccellio. This peculiar 
set up drives much of the ac-
tion of the show, and it was 
thoroughly captivating for 
the duration of the play.
This production’s addition 
of faculty members Viccel-
lio and MacLeod was bril-
liant; they both embraced 
their roles with poignant 
and dedicated honesty. Their 
scene together was electric. 
MacLeod and Viccellio have 
palpable, raw talent that they 
have cultivated through years 
of experience. One of the 
show’s greatest strengths, 
however, became one of its 
biggest weaknesses — Vic-
cellio and MacLeod’s per-
formances outshone many of 
the other actors’ in the show, 
including Yukevich’s as Nina. 
Her Nina was delicate and 
determined, but could not 
muster the same intensity of 
Viccellio’s Trigorin, making 
their relationship somewhat 
one-sided.
Also missing the mark 
was the use of Amish-style 
clothing for the majority of 
the actors, save for Trigo-
rin and Irina, who wore 
white clothes common to 
Chekhov’s Russia. The use 
of Amish-style clothing — 
long, plain dresses for women 
and pants and suspenders for 
the men — seemed like an 
unnecessary way to label the 
other characters as “simple.” 
The contrast could have been 
made without drawing upon 
modern stereotypes.
The Seagull is a difficult 
show to produce, but, despite 
some hiccups, this produc-
tion embraced the challenge, 
and presented an entertain-
ing and captivating night of 
theatre. 
Chekhov’s The Seagull hit the Bolton last weekend, featuring powerful peformances from professors and striking costumes.
COURTESY OF REBECCA WOLF
On Saturday night, Feb. 1, 
classical music lovers and fellow 
woodwind players sat in Rosse 
Hall, eagerly awaiting the New 
York Woodwind Quintet, an en-
semble-in-residence at the Juil-
liard School. Once the five stately 
musicians took their places, the 
evening launched into a magnifi-
cent display of technique, collabo-
ration and artistry. Comprised of 
Carol Wincenc on flute, Stephen 
Taylor on oboe, Charles Neidich 
on clarinet, Marc Goldberg on 
bassoon and William Purvis on 
French horn, this far-from-motley 
crew has been performing together 
since 1987, though the Quintet has 
existed for more than 50 years and 
tours internationally.
The evening’s program featured 
an eclectic set of mostly modern 
scores, straying from classical gi-
ants. It did, however, start with 
Mozart; the first two pieces, writ-
ten in 1791, displayed a sharp, al-
most regal, military sound. This 
excellent start showed off the mu-
sicians’ immaculate balance and 
their ability to create one multi-
dimensional sound with their re-
spective instruments. The subse-
quent pieces broke the quintet into 
more chaotic, individual voices. 
Last Saturday, the Gund Gallery was bus-
tling with people, from newborns to octoge-
narians, eager to experience art and wildlife 
at Family Day. The Gallery collaborated with 
the Brown Family Environmental Center to 
host a day of arts and crafts, gallery tours and 
a live animal program featuring flying squir-
rels and other common-to-Ohio species. 
This semester’s Family Day drew inspira-
tion from the Gallery’s current exhibition, 
“Color: Theories and Structures.” In the lob-
by, kids and parents alike flocked to craft ta-
bles to make prints and get their hands messy 
with color. Upstairs, families wandered 
through the Gallery and attended an interac-
tive demonstration on color theory.
“[Family Day] is for children to interact 
with art, getting them to see it as they think 
it is, and we’re here to help them make con-
nections between what they see and what 
they think,” said Jenna Wendler ’17, a Gund 
Gallery Associate.
Downstairs in the Community Foun-
dation Theater, families could learn about 
Ohio’s wildlife and how humans have affect-
ed it throughout history. Maron Van Schoyck 
of Ohio Nature Education, who introduced 
herself as “Mrs. Van,” gave a dynamic presen-
tation combining the state’s political and nat-
ural history — Ohio’s early residents could 
pay their taxes in squirrel pelts as a part of 
the State’s efforts to reduce a rampant squirrel 
population — and tied her lesson in with the 
theme of the day by explaining how animals 
perceive color.
“When we go out and teach, we are hop-
ing to plant seeds in your hearts to be bet-
ter students of the earth,” Van Schoyck told 
her young audience. The highlight for much 
of the audience, young and old alike, was the 
animals that accompanied Mrs. Van in her 
teaching, including Marsi the opossum and 
Falco the kestrel. 
        — Phoebe Carter
Two curious children enjoy the basket-weaving activities at the Gund Gallery this past Saturday.
KRISTEN HUFFMAN | COLLEGIAN
Family Day wows Gallery
The second piece, Partita (1948) 
by Irving Fine, was aptly described 
by Purvis as “somewhat wrong-
note music.” This mesh of fren-
zied, quirky sounds coalesced into 
a clockwork-perfect piece between 
the expert timing and finessed 
technique of the musicians.
The third piece, Quintet, Op. 
10 by Pavel Haas, was a distinct 
combination of “Jewish mysti-
cism and American jazz,” Nei-
dich said. Each movement had a 
specific identity to it, from mel-
ancholy to twittering sharpness. 
Woodwind Quintet No. 1 (1948) 
by Elliott Carter acted as a “little 
bit of theater” that involved “dif-
ferent characters that are inter-
acting.” The characteristic disso-
nance of this work added a kick 
to the music that distinguished 
each instrument without breaking 
the quintet’s bond. The set’s final 
piece, Jean Francaix’s Quintette 
(1948), featured five variations on 
a theme, each inspiring different 
emotions. 
Between the dance-like ex-
change between the clarinet and 
flute and the chatter among the 
French horn and bassoon, this de-
lightful chaos closed the program. 
As a treat, the five added a Men-
delssohn piece that a string quartet 
adapted for the group.
ELANA SPIVAK
STAFF WRITER
Woodwind Quintet 
blows Rosse Hall away  
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The show must go on: Stage Femmes elects interim head
INDIA AMOS
STAFF WRITER
When Emma Miller 
’15 and Julia Greer ’15 
took off for a semester 
abroad this year, they 
left behind their presi-
dential roles in the re-
cently re-founded Stage 
Femmes. 
Rather than letting 
their departure stall the 
forward momentum of 
the group, Stage Femmes 
took a rather unconven-
tional approach: they 
elected an interim head.
Stage Femmes has a 
strong history of going 
against the conventions 
that govern the Kenyon 
theatre world, and the 
innovative group now 
shifts into its third se-
mester under the lead-
ership of Co-Presidents 
Miller and Greer. 
While the two are 
studying off-campus, the 
troupe decided against 
replacing their forward-
thinking managers and 
instead opted to elect 
Casey Griff in ’14, a se-
nior American studies 
and drama major, as the 
acting manager of the 
group.
“Casey’s on her game,” 
Anna Yukevich ’16 said. 
“She knows what’s up. 
She was the obvious 
leader.” Yukevich is a 
drama major and a Stage 
Femmes board member. 
The entire board 
echoed Yukevich’s sen-
timent, and with the 
excitement already cir-
culating from their lat-
est production, Boy Gets 
Girl, Griff in easily made 
the transition from liter-
ary agent to acting presi-
dent.
When asked why they 
chose to shift this man-
agement style for their 
organization, Griff in 
indicated that the ar-
rangement is not perma-
nent. 
“[Miller and Greer 
will] come back and 
continue being co-presi-
dents next year,” Griff in 
explained. 
Stage Femmes is Ke-
nyon’s premier organiza-
tion for the advocation 
of women’s involvement 
in theatre, and their 
respect for each other 
is refreshing. Yukev-
ich described her sup-
port for the organization 
and for her fellow Stage 
Femmes, saying they 
“all love each other very 
much.”
Stage Femmes was 
brought back to life last 
fall based on the convic-
tion that women should 
have a stronger presence 
in dramatic productions 
on campus — be that in 
the form of writing, di-
recting or acting.
“I think it ’s impor-
tant to expose the voices 
of women in theatre be-
cause there are so many 
good parts for men out 
there,” Yukevich said. 
Since its revival, Stage 
Femmes has had an ex-
cellent record of meeting 
its goals. Their spring 
season looks promising, 
with the premier of Boy 
Gets Girl and The Crowd 
You’re in With, both 
plays written by Rebecca 
Gilman, a professor at 
Northwestern Univer-
sity. Griff in said she has 
adored Gilman’s work 
since she was exposed to 
it in a f ilm class at Ken-
yon, and has been wait-
ing for the opportunity 
to work with some of the 
playwright’s material. 
Griff in could barely 
contain her enthusiasm 
when discussing Gilman 
and her work. 
“[Gilman’s] solidif ied 
in her career and [is] a 
good female playwright 
at this time,” Griff in 
said. 
“Gilman is a con-
temporary woman play-
wright, which is impor-
tant,” Yukevich added.
Griff in conf irmed 
Gilman will be at Ke-
nyon for the opening 
weekend of The Crowd 
You’re in With and will 
be available to talk about 
her work.
While Stage Femmes’ 
main objective is pro-
moting women’s roles in 
the f ield of drama, both 
the organization does 
not close its doors to 
males. In the past, plays 
have been written and 
directed by men, and 
male Kenyon students 
are often enlisted to act 
in the productions. 
Despite facing chang-
es to the drama troupe, 
Stage Femmes is looking 
towards their new op-
portunities with eager-
ness and positive expec-
tations for the coming 
semester. 
“We’re coming off 
a really good place,” 
Griff in said. “Now our 
amazing presidents, 
Emma and Julia, are 
abroad, and I’m hoping 
this semester will still be 
good.”
Sarah White ’16, Anna Yukevich ’16 and Maureen Hoff  ’15 in a scene from last spring’s Post Grad, Stage Femmes’ first play.
COURTESY OF CASEY GRIFFIN
Doctorow ’52 explores psyche, memory with new novel
JULIA WALDOW
ARTS ASSISTANT 
E.L. Doctorow ’52, an 
award-winning author, was in-
spired to write his new novel, 
Andrew’s Brain, when he had a 
vision of sorts.
“[The book] began not as 
an idea but as an image in my 
mind: A man holding a swad-
dled infant in his arms stands 
in front of a house waiting for 
the door to open. It is winter. 
Snow is falling,” Doctorow 
wrote in an email to the Col-
legian.
Named an Amazon Best 
Book of the Month, Andrew’s 
Brain is structured as a conver-
sation regarding life, work and 
time between the man, Andrew 
and an unidentif ied interlocu-
tor called “Doc.” As the novel 
unfolds, the reader, “Doc” and 
Andrew struggle to put togeth-
er the pieces of Andrew’s com-
plicated history about his failed 
marriage, teaching career and 
love affair, thereby questioning 
ideas about the truth, memory, 
the brain and the mind in the 
process.
“Andrew’s Brain is not a lin-
ear narrative,” Doctorow wrote. 
“Time in the book goes both 
ways, [and] settings appear and 
disappear. What is factual is 
indistinguishable from what is 
imagined.”
The novel ’s nontraditional 
structure, as well as Andrew’s 
jumbled memories, prompts the 
reader to question the relation-
ships between the mind and the 
brain as well as reality and il-
lusion.
“The nature of conscious-
ness is mysterious,” Doctorow 
wrote. “If it is created by what 
[poet Walt] Whitman calls ‘the 
body electric,’ then the Carte-
sian idea of the soul is fanciful. 
But how then does the materi-
al brain produce our thoughts, 
feelings, desires, longings, joys, 
fears, et cetera? As yet, nobody 
has f igured that out.”
According to Assistant Pro-
fessor of Psychology Andrew 
Engell, the ways in which hu-
mans process and retrieve in-
formation is subjective, making 
it diff icult to truly discern what 
is real.
“A lot of people feel that 
their memories are record-
ings of the past, the same way 
that a cassette records sound,” 
Engell said. “Memories are not 
the same thing as a perfectly 
veridical recording of the past. 
… We have these little bits of 
information that we construct 
into the whole, but memories 
are susceptible to interference 
and falsehood. Of course, rec-
ollection is a huge part of being 
human, so I think it’s impor-
tant for people to understand 
the limits of their memories 
and what they entail.” 
As a student at Kenyon, 
Doctorow cited his studies in 
poetry, theatre and philosophy 
as contributing to his “sense of 
[self ] as a writer.” 
“The study of modern po-
etry with John Crowe Ransom, 
Aesthetics and Metaphysics 
with Philip Blair Rice, Logic 
and Epistemology with Virgil 
Aldrich … [and] drama with 
James E. Michael … were in-
strumental [to my writing],” 
Doctorow wrote. “They’re all 
long since gone, of course, but 
they were great teachers.”
A philosophy major, Doc-
torow urges writers at Kenyon 
to dedicate themselves to their 
craft and to read others’ works 
to expand their literary worlds.
“Fiction and poetry do not 
provide careers. They are call-
ings. If you feel the call, you 
had better read,” Doctorow 
wrote. “You must read the po-
ets and the novelists. You must 
read everything you can get 
your hands on.”
Award-winning author E.L. Doctorow ’52 has released Andrew’s Brain.
COURTESY OF RANDOM HOUSE PUBLICITY
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SCOREBOARD
FEB. 1
at FIGHtING SCOtS INVItE
WOOSTER, OHIO
5TH PLACE (M&W)
FEB. 1
VS U OF NORtHWESt OHIO 
GAMBIER, OHIO
L 3-6
FEB. 4
at HIRaM COLLEGE
HIRAM, OHIO
W 83-60
FEB. 5
at COLLEGE OF WOOStER
WOOSTER, OHIO
L 56-86
INDOOR TRACK WOMEN’S TENNIS WOMEN’S BASKETBALL MEN’S BASKETBALL
Brian Lebowitz ’14 scored eight points in overtime against Allegheny. 
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
Men’s basketball heats up, wins two conference games
Women’s swimming closes out regular season on top
Rachel Flinn ’14 won the 200-yard individual medley and 200-yard freestyle against OWU.
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
ALEX PIJANOWSKI 
STAFF WRITER
The Kenyon Ladies 
swimming and diving 
teams closed the door on 
their regular season this 
past weekend, taking on 
conference competition 
in two meets. On Fri-
day, Jan. 31, they defeated 
Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity (OWU) 135-85, and 
the following day took 
down Wittenberg Uni-
versity (WU) 145-84. 
Rachel Flinn ’14 said 
the meets this weekend 
were poignant because 
they represented the last 
time this year’s seniors 
will swim in a dual meet 
at their home pool.
“It was bittersweet 
that it was our last home 
meet, but it was very joy-
ous, and all of our parents 
were here, so I enjoyed it,” 
Flinn said. “Stepping up 
on the blocks for our last 
relay — we did a [senior] 
class relay — was a nice 
way to end it.”
Flinn made certain her 
final competition at home 
would be memorable by 
winning the 200-yard in-
dividual medley and 200-
yard freestyle against 
OWU, and contribut-
ing to an unscored 400-
yard freestyle relay team 
alongside Jenner McLeod 
’17, Kelsey McMurtry ’14 
and Laura Duncan ’17. 
Excellent performanc-
es also came from Mariah 
Williamson ’16, who won 
the 200-yard butterfly 
on Friday night and the 
1,000-yard freestyle on 
Saturday. Katie Kaest-
ner ’16 earned first place 
finishes in several relays, 
including in the 400-yard 
freestyle relay alongside 
Megan Morris ’16, Haley 
Townsend ’16 and Hill-
ary Yarosh ’14, and in the 
200-yard medley relay 
with Townsend, Nata-
lie Parker ’16 and Mor-
ris. Individually, Kaestner 
won the 50-yard freestyle 
against OWU and the 
100-yard butterfly against 
WU, neither of which are 
her main events. Celia 
Oberholzer ’15 also won 
the 100-yard backstroke 
— an event for which she 
already holds the school 
record — in the WU 
meet. 
On the diving board, 
Maria Zarka ’16 contin-
ued to excel at the pace 
she has maintained all 
season long — her three-
meter diving score against 
WU (267.23) was more 
than double that of the 
next-closest competitor. 
Zarka swept diving by 
winning the one-meter 
event and the three-meter 
event in both competi-
tions. Teammate Megan 
Remillard ’16 was second 
in one-meter and three-
meter diving against 
OWU.
With the regular sea-
son behind them, the 
team must now begin 
preparing for the final 
portion of the season, 
which has been the ulti-
mate goal of training for 
several months.
“This is the fun part 
[of the season], the part 
that we get ready for all 
year long,” Head Coach 
Jess Book ’01 said. “One 
of the unique aspects of 
our sport is that we spend 
so much of our season 
under a heavy level of fa-
tigue that we’re unable to 
do our absolute best. This 
is about the time we can 
do that, so that’s why it’s 
fun.”
Flinn, now that she has 
three years of postseason 
swimming experience 
under her belt, said she 
would advise her young-
er teammates to “ just to 
take it day by day, and not 
to get wrapped up in the 
whole process.” 
The North Coast Ath-
letic Conference (NCAC) 
championships will be 
held Feb. 12 to 15 in 
Granville, Ohio, hosted 
by perennial rival Deni-
son University. The La-
dies lost to Denison in 
their dual meet in No-
vember, and many team 
members are eager to 
avenge the earlier loss to 
the Big Red. 
“Our line-up for con-
ference is going to be 
really competitive, and 
it will be good to go up 
against Denison with our 
full team, which we didn’t 
have for the dual meet,” 
Flinn said. “We’re all re-
ally excited about that.”
BEN PAYNER
STAFF WRITER
The Lords returned to ac-
tion this weekend and picked 
up two quality conference road 
wins against Allegheny Col-
lege (61-53 in overtime) and 
Hiram College (84-75). Last 
night, the Lords lost to No. 11 
Wooster 56-86.
The Allegheny win proved 
to be a defensive struggle, with 
both teams shooting low per-
centages. The Lords managed 
to build an eight-point lead 
with four minutes left in the 
f irst half, though Allegheny 
closed the gap to one going 
into the half. 
Both teams struggled offen-
sively in the second half, and 
Co-Captain Ikenna Nwadibia 
’14’s layup with 2:03 left to tie 
the game at 51 proved to be 
the last points of regulation. 
Despite the close score, the 
Lords seemed to be in control 
most of the game.  
“It was strange, we weren’t 
pulling away but I never had 
a doubt that we would win,” 
Co-Captain Julian Pavlin ’14 
said. 
Pavlin’s confidence proved 
prescient in the overtime ses-
sion as the Lords outscored the 
Gators 10-2. The difference in 
overtime was the Lords’ abil-
ity to get to the charity stripe, 
and especially critical were 
Co-Captain Brian Lebowitz 
’14’s contributions. 
He scored eight of his 
game-high 16 points in OT, 
including six clutch points 
from the free throw line. He 
also brought down 12 re-
bounds, eight offensive, en 
route to his sixth double-dou-
ble of the season. Nwadibia 
chipped in a double-double 
himself with 15 points and 10 
boards. Also continuing his 
hot play was Tim Connolly 
’16, who had 10 points and six 
boards in 29 productive min-
utes off the bench. 
The Lords couldn’t cel-
ebrate the win for long — 
the next day they squared off 
against Hiram. Hiram came 
out on f ire and the Lords 
trailed by as many as 11 in the 
f irst half. There were times 
where it seemed as if every-
thing Hiram threw at the bas-
ket went in, as they converted 
eight three-pointers in the 
f irst half. But, the second half 
was a completely different sto-
ry. The Lords got hot from the 
f ield, shooting 56.7 percent 
while Hiram only converted 
on 40 percent of its f ield goals 
in the second half. 
This game could mark a 
turning point for the Lords as 
much of their strong play in the 
second half came from sopho-
mores Connolly and Brien 
Comey ’16. Comey matched 
a career high with 19 points, 
while also pulling down a ca-
reer high 10 rebounds en route 
to his f irst career double-dou-
ble. Staying hot, Connolly 
contributed 13 points, includ-
ing a huge three pointer to give 
the Lords a 68-63 lead with a 
little over f ive minutes to play. 
Over his last four games Con-
nolly is averaging 13.5 points 
per game on 45 percent shoot-
ing, including a ridiculous 12-
19 (63.2 percent) from behind 
the arc. He’s also delivering 
from the free throw line, go-
ing 87.5 percent while pulling 
down 3.5 rebounds per game, 
all from the backup point 
guard spot. 
Right now Connolly and 
Comey are the sparks the 
Lords have needed all year on 
the offensive end.  
“I’m not quite in that Car-
melo [Anthony] zone but it 
does help my confidence go-
ing forward,” Connolly said. 
“[These are] great games to 
build off of and hopefully I 
can bring something positive 
to the team every night.”
As long as he keeps bring-
ing the three ball, the Lords 
will be in good shape as they 
close out the remainder of 
their conference schedule, 
which continues this Saturday, 
Feb. 8 when the Lords host 
Ohio Wesleyan University at 
3 p.m.
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Abigail Younger ’15 lost her doubles match on Saturday.
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
Ladies start spring season Records fall for indoor track
Lord alum on Israel’s roster for world championship
Aaron Tracy ’07 played four years at midfield for the Lords before earning a spot on Israel’s national team roster.
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This past Saturday, the 
Kenyon Ladies tennis team 
began their spring season 
with a matchup against the 
University of Northwest 
Ohio, losing to the Racers 
3-6. This was the first time 
the Ladies returned to the 
court since their fall season 
wrapped up at the Intercol-
legiate Tennis Association 
(ITA) National Qualifier in 
September. 
The Ladies started this 
season ranked No. 8 in the 
Central region by the ITA. 
But despite a strong start in 
doubles, the Ladies couldn’t 
clinch a victory and ended up 
losing to the Racers.
In the opening doubles, 
Kenyon’s Claire Cohen ’16 
and Elise Altschuler ’16 won 
the first match of the tour-
nament with a quick 8-3 
win over the Racers’ Rachel 
Marques and Shaleigh Mc-
Clintock. But the Racers 
beat the pairings of Abigail 
Younger ’15 and Samantha 
Murphy ’16 and Taylor Dif-
fley ’16 and Jenna Murray 
’17 in the remaining doubles 
matches, with final scores of 
8-4 and 8-3, respectively. 
“One of our better doubles 
players, Madison Hoffman 
[’16], sprained her ankle last 
Thursday,” Head Coach Scott 
Thielke said. “She played 
number two doubles for us 
last year, so that hurt us in 
doubles a bit, and she might 
have played in singles as well. 
We’ve had a lot of players sick, 
so we’re trying to get everyone 
healthy and back together.” 
In singles play, the Rac-
ers opened with three straight 
victories over the Ladies, 
beating Lauren Hoffman ’16, 
Murray and Diffley in a series 
of quick two-set games. The 
Ladies finally halted their run 
of wins when Murphy defeat-
ed the opposing McClintock 
with scores of 7-5, 3-6 and 
6-4. Samantha Betts ’14 won 
the closing match of the tour-
nament, defeating her oppo-
nent Lina Ramos in two sets 
with a score of 7-6 and 6-4. 
While this was the Ladies’ 
first match of the spring sea-
son, the Racers improved to 
4-3 on the year.
“They’re a good team. We 
had good expectations, and 
almost every single match was 
close,” Thielke said. “It was a 
good match for us to open up 
with, especially since they’re 
not Division III, they’re not 
NCAA. So it’s a good match 
for us to play as an opening 
match.” 
This weekend, the Ladies 
are looking to snatch that first 
team victory when they host 
Otterbein University on Sat-
urday, Feb. 8 and the Univer-
sity of Chicago on Feb. 9.
“I think for us, the big 
takeaway from the match 
is that we have to get much 
better at putting balls in play 
and being consistent point 
after point,” Thielke said. 
“We would play some really 
good points, and then we’d 
play poorly for a few points, 
and we didn’t really sustain 
anything. I think the big-
gest thing is that we’ve got to 
get more consistent playing 
point-by-point.”
Despite record-break-
ing performances and 
personal bests, both the 
men’s and women’s in-
door track teams placed 
last out of f ive teams at 
the Fighting Scots Invi-
tational at the College of 
Wooster on Feb. 1. Indi-
vidual triumphs, howev-
er, included Sam Lagasse 
’16’s win in his second 
race and second personal 
record of the indoor track 
season, and Sierra De-
Leon ’14, who won two 
races and placed second 
in another two.
“It was a good meet. 
I’m pretty happy with it,” 
Head Coach Duane Go-
mez said.
DeLeon broke her 
own school record in the 
women’s 60-meter hur-
dles with a time of 9.18 
seconds. She broke an-
other Kenyon record with 
her second-place f inish in 
the 60-meter dash at 8.03 
seconds. 
She also won the long 
jump and came in second 
in the 200-meter dash. 
For her performance this 
week, she was named 
North Coast Athletic 
Conference Athlete of 
the Week.
Other Ladies also put 
strong performances on 
the board. Jenna Wil-
lett ’14 placed second and 
Lizzie Halper ’15 placed 
fourth in the women’s 
5,000-meter run. In the 
women’s mile run, Tory 
Bruch ’14, Aisha Simon 
’15 and Kerry Strader 
’14 came in third, fourth 
and f ifth, respectively. 
Gomez said Bruch and 
Simon “were both f irst 
and second until the last 
60 yards, then got out-
kicked.” He added that 
there were other similar 
instances where runners 
faded in the last stretch. 
“We need to work on 
our kicks a little bit, but it 
shows that we’re aggres-
sive,” he said. “I would 
rather see them go out 
strong and get outkicked 
then hang back and f in-
ish in the same place.”
On the men’s side, La-
gasse, who won the men’s 
3,000-meter run and set 
a personal record at the 
Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity Triangular Meet 
Jan. 17, won the men’s 
5,000-meter run, setting 
another personal record 
at 15:23.18.
Lagasse said he was 
placed at the end of the 
starting line, and started 
fast, “to make sure that I 
wouldn’t get caught be-
hind the pack. When we 
came around to f inish the 
f irst lap, I was leading by 
quite a bit. … I wasn’t too 
concerned about having 
gone out hard.”
Gomez described La-
gasse’s lead in less mod-
est terms. 
“The f irst mile he had 
a hundred-yard lead. He 
was running by himself,” 
Gomez said. “He just 
went into a sprint, basi-
cally. The announcers are 
announcing the race, and 
they’re going, ‘that’s a re-
ally fast pace, that’s really 
fast.’”
Lagasse attributed his 
success in part to a “more 
positive mental attitude” 
than he had during the 
fall cross country season. 
“To be honest, I’m 
thrilled with how my sea-
son’s going,” he said. “I’m 
happier and more confi-
dent in my running.”
Lagasse said earning a 
personal record is “like a 
small, unexpected aff ir-
mation of the all the hard 
work you’re putting in.”
Other Lords with no-
table runs included Nat 
Fox ’16 and Peter Gran-
ville ’16, who came in 
third and f ifth in the 
men’s mile run, respec-
tively. Ulises Arbelo 
’16 and Willy Fried-
lander ’14 placed second 
and f ifth in the men’s 
800-meter run. Gomez 
said Noah Winters ’15 
and Lucas Herweyer ’15 
were sick and missed the 
meet, but based on their 
individual performances 
at prior meets could have 
earned Kenyon more 
points.
The teams will run at 
Denison University Feb. 
8. It will be their last 
chance to qualify for the 
All-Ohio Champion-
ships at Otterbein Col-
lege on Feb. 15.
When lacrosse players represent-
ing 38 different nations descend on 
Denver, Colo. next July for the Feder-
ation of International Lacrosse’s 2014 
World Championship, a former Lord 
will be among them. Aaron Tracy ’07, 
a four-year member of the Lords la-
crosse team, earned a spot on the Isra-
el Lacrosse Association’s 46-man ros-
ter after a six-month tryout process. 
Though not an Israeli citizen, Tra-
cy is eligible to play for Israel accord-
ing to Federation regulations because 
he has lived in the country for the past 
three years.
“[It’s the] same rules, same equip-
ment, same intensity and fun, just in a 
different part of the world,” Tracy said 
in an online message.
At Kenyon, Tracy’s four years of 
lacrosse came at a time of transition 
for the program, according to former 
Lords’ head coach Brendan McWil-
liams. The Lords struggled in the first 
two years, with a 10-19 combined re-
cord but bounced back in 2006 and 
2007, posting a combined record of 
23-6.
“Aaron was kind of a part of the 
‘stick-to-it-iveness’ of the guys on the 
team at that time, that were willing 
to buy into what I was trying to do 
with things, which was to continue 
the success of the program,” McWil-
liams said.
The Lords made the NCAA tour-
nament in 2006, Tracy’s junior year, 
and had the rare opportunity to host 
their first-round game at McBride 
Field. Kenyon lost to Widener Uni-
versity, but Tracy still counts the game 
as one of his collegiate highlights. 
“Although we lost that game 
which ended our season that year, 
it was an experience only few get to 
[have] during their lacrosse careers,” 
Tracy said.
Tracy moved to Israel in August of 
2011 to attend the Sackler School of 
Medicine at Tel Aviv University.
“My father actually is a graduate of 
Sackler School of Medicine, so when 
I was applying to schools I figured I 
would send them an application,” 
Tracy said. “Turns out that it was 
one of the few schools that I applied 
to that accepted me, and after having 
a long talk with my father about the 
program and his experiences, I fig-
ured it would be the best one for me.”
Before relocating to the other side 
of the world for school, Tracy also 
tried to find somewhere to keep play-
ing lacrosse. He got in contact with 
Scott Neiss, who founded Israel La-
crosse in 2010. Neiss told Tracy to 
bring his equipment with him. 
“Once the first meeting and 
‘shoot-arounds’ occurred, everything 
just snowballed from there,” Tracy 
said. “Shoot-arounds became prac-
tices, which turned into scrimmages, 
which turned into games, which ba-
sically puts us [the Israeli national la-
crosse team] to where we are now — 
on an international scale.”
Adjusting to life in Israel pre-
sented a series of challenges, from the 
language barrier to coping with life in 
one of the globe’s hotspots.
“It took some time, but it was a 
long road to get to where I am now on 
the comfort scale,” Tracy said. “What 
really hit home and made things dif-
ficult was the rockets that were fired 
at Tel Aviv by Hamas last November. 
Hearing the rocket sirens and having 
to run to a bomb shelter was a fright-
ening experience the first time I heard 
them.”
The experience instilled in Tracy a 
new understanding of Israelis. “That’s 
when I knew I was amongst a nation 
of strong people who deal with this all 
their lives and that I am very proud to 
represent [them] on an international 
level,” he said.  
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Percy Gates ’16 won the 50-yard freestyle against OWU and the 100-yard freestyle against Wittenberg over the weekend.
COURTESY OF KENYON ATHLETICS
Men’s swimming sweeps weekend home invites
Women’s basketball wins two vs. conference foes
Sidney Cera ’17 scored a career-high 16 points against Allegheny College.
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Going into the home stretch 
of the regular season, the Ke-
nyon women’s basketball team 
picked up two critical road vic-
tories, besting Allegheny Col-
lege 89-81 last Saturday, Feb. 
1, and defeating Hiram Col-
lege 83-60 on Feb. 4. 
The two wins put Kenyon 
in a three-way tie for second in 
the North Coast Athletic Con-
ference (NCAC) with Denison 
University and Ohio Wesleyan 
University. Off the court, Co-
Captain Maureen Hirt ’14 was 
named to the 2014 Capital One 
Academic All-District team in 
recognition of her academic 
and athletic success during the 
season. 
During the game against 
Allegheny, the Gators jumped 
out to an 11-4 lead, but Ken-
yon proceeded to close the gap, 
going on a 9-2 run that was 
capped off by Meredith Wil-
liams ’16’s jumper to tie the 
game at 13. Williams earned a 
double-double with her perfor-
mance during the game. 
With neither team able to 
put any distance between the 
other, Allegheny and Kenyon 
went back and forth until Hirt, 
who scored a season-high 33 
points, knocked down a three 
pointer at the 6:13 mark to 
put Kenyon up by four. Hirt’s 
basket sent Kenyon on a 16-5 
run to f inish the half holding a 
comfortable 50-35 lead. 
Hirt picked up where she 
left off to start the scoring for 
the Ladies in the second half, 
completing a three-point play 
to extend Kenyon’s lead to 17. 
Refusing to let the game get 
away from them, Allegheny 
chipped away at the Kenyon 
lead with a 16-2 run at the 
16:07 mark to bring the Gators 
within f ive. With Allegheny 
on the doorstep, Sidney Cera 
’17 made a jump shot to keep 
the Gators at bay and extend 
Kenyon’s lead back to seven. 
Cera closed out the game with 
16 points, good enough for a 
career high. 
Continuing to close in on 
Kenyon, Allegheny came as 
close as one point with just over 
two minutes left in regulation, 
but Kenyon’s defense was up to 
the challenge. The Ladies held 
strong during the f inal minutes 
en route to the 89-81 victory, 
dashing Allegheny’s come-
back hopes. As a team, Ken-
yon notched its highest shoot-
ing percentage of the season, 
shooting 55.9 percent from the 
f ield; Kenyon is currently 6-1 
when shooting over 50 percent 
in a game.
After taking care of Allegh-
eny, Kenyon took on Hiram 
this past Tuesday night, hop-
ing to sweep the season series. 
Tied with the Terriers at 12 
with 12:47 left in the half, Ke-
nyon started to pull away, scor-
ing 12 of the next 14 points. 
Co-Captain Maggie Boelter 
’14, who led Kenyon with 19 
points on the game, f inished 
off the run with a layup in the 
paint to make it 24-14 in favor 
of Kenyon. 
Kenyon continued to wear 
down Hiram’s defense, leading 
at the half 41-29 after shooting 
42.86 percent from the f ield 
and a staggering 60% from be-
yond the arc. The second half 
was more of the same for Ken-
yon, who led by as much as 29 
en route to the 83-60 victory. 
Kenyon hopes to extend its 
three-game winning streak as 
they host Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity this Saturday, Feb. 8 at 
1 p.m. The game will also serve 
as the Ladies’ senior game. 
Nearly four months af-
ter their season began at 
the Kenyon College Relay 
Meet, the  Lords conclud-
ed regular-season com-
petition with two home 
dual meet victories. On 
Friday, Jan. 31, they faced 
Ohio Wesleyan University 
(OWU) and vanquished 
the Battling Bishops by a 
score of 143-87. The next 
day, they matched up 
against Wittenberg Uni-
versity (WU) and tamed 
the Tigers by a similarly 
lopsided score of 141-91. 
In the meet against 
OWU, a Kenyon swim-
mer, diver or relay team 
claimed first place in every 
single event, and the team 
surrendered first-place fin-
ishes to WU in only two 
events. 
Overall, the Kenyon 
men finished first in 22 
out of 24 events. The ef-
forts of Ian Reardon ’17 in 
the 100-yard breaststroke 
nearly raised that figure to 
23 — Reardon hit the wall 
at 59.79, just barely behind 
the 59.77 finish of WU’s 
A.J. Burt.
Against OWU, div-
ers Derek Hoare ’17 and 
Brandon Roman ’16 
earned the top two scores 
in a closely contested field; 
Hoare’s score was 277.80 
to Roman’s 274.80. Ro-
man and Hoare placed 
second and third, respec-
tively, in one-meter diving 
against WU, but Hoare 
battled back in three-me-
ter diving to regain the top 
spot for the Lords. 
Arthur Conover ’17 was 
one of the Lords’ top per-
formers in both contests; 
he won the 1,000-yard 
freestyle against OWU 
and the 500-yard freestyle 
against WU. Conover said 
he won the 1,000 against 
Case Western earlier in 
the season, but this was 
the first time Conover had 
ever won the 500 in his 
collegiate career.
“I was really happy 
with where I was this past 
weekend,” Conover said. 
“It was really exciting to 
get my first 500 dual meet 
win. ” 
Many other fine per-
formances were also in 
full display. Trevor Manz 
’17, who recently won 
the North Coast Athlet-
ic Conference (NCAC) 
Swimmer of the Week 
award for his performance 
at the Kenyon Winter In-
vitational, won the 200-
yard individual medley 
against WU. In the same 
meet, Oscar Anderson ’17 
won the 100-yard back-
stroke comfortably; his 
time of 51.15 beat the 
second-place swimmer by 
more than five seconds. 
Percy Gates ’16 demon-
strated his mastery of 
sprint freestyle events; he 
was first in the 50-yard 
freestyle against OWU 
and first in the 100-yard 
freestyle against WU. 
Gates also teamed up 
with Austin Caldwell ’15, 
Joey Duronio ’16 and Wes 
Manz ’15 to win the 200-
yard freestyle relay and 
400-yard freestyle relay. 
Finally, although the 100-
yard breaststroke had ear-
lier eluded him, Reardon 
won the 100 butterfly in 
the WU meet. 
For Conover and the 
many other first-year 
swimmers on the team, 
it will be helpful in the 
coming weeks to have the 
guidance of experienced 
coaches and athletes. 
Conover said his coach-
es and older teammates 
“know what it’s like to be 
in the meet, they know 
what happens, and will tell 
you to just, ‘Keep inside 
your own head, and don’t 
worry about what other 
people are doing, because 
you don’t have any control 
over that.’” 
Head Coach Jess Book 
’01 offered similar words 
in praise of calm and poise.
“The mentality — the 
emotionality — that we 
need to have at this point 
is patience and tranquil-
ity, and low-grade excite-
ment,” Book said. “This is 
the time of the year to not 
be too up or down.”
The team is now busy 
preparing for the NCAC 
championships, which 
will take place Feb. 12-15 
in Granville, Ohio.
